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“Para las familias y estudiantes que sacrificaron todo para llegar a 
este momento de exito.”

“For the families and students who sacrificed everything to reach this 
moment of success.” 

The Nuestra Grad Planning Committee, the Chicanx/Latinx Student 
Resource Center, and the Cross-Cultural Centers at 

California State University, Los Angeles 
Present

The Thirty-Eighth Nuestra Grad Celebration 
2026

Saturday, May 16th, 2026
Cal State LA – University Gym

A message from the 
2026 Nuestra Grad Planning Committee:
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Bienvenidos a la ceremonia anual de Nuestra Graduación. Este evento 
fue creado por los estudiantes con el propósito de reconocer los 

esfuerzos y logros de los titulados de nuestra Universidad. 
La ceremonia rinde a los estudiantes Chicanx/Latinx, quienes juntos 

con sus familias y amigos celebran su graduación de la 
Universidad Estatal de Los Angeles.

Welcome to the 38th Annual Nuestra Grad Celebration. This event was 
created by the students to recognize the efforts and achievements of 

Chicanx/Latinx graduates from our campus. 
The ceremony honors Chicanx/Latinx students, who along with their 

families and friends, are celebrating their graduation from 
California State University, Los Angeles.

Celebrating our 38th Anniversary Celebrando Nuestro 38 Aniversario

WELCOME BIENVENIDOS
SPRING SPRING2026 2026
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Performance
Folklórico de Águilas
Procession
Mariachi Águila de Oro
Welcome from the
Master of Ceremonies
Emily Urrutia
Coordinator, CLSRC

Presentación
Folklórico de Águilas
Procesión
Mariachi Águila de Oro
Bienvenida Con La
Maestra de Ceremonias
Emily Urrutia
Coordinadora, CLSRC

University Welcome
Claudio Lindow,
Vice-President of Finance
and Administration
Student Speaker
Jaqueline Fajardo
Student Speaker
Eder Perdomo Hernandez
Presentation of 
2026 Graduates
Closing

Bienvenida a la 
Universidad
Claudio Lindow,
Vice-President of Finance
and Administration
Palabras de Estudiantil  
Jaqueline Fajardo
Palabras de Estudiantil
Eder Perdomo Hernandez  
Presentación de Los 
Graduados del 2026
Fin

PROGRAM PROGRAMA
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Jaqueline Fajardo is a Mexican American, first-generation graduate 

student in the Educational Foundations M.A. Program, pursuing her 

passion for higher education. She also completed her bachelor’s degree

in psychology at Cal State LA.  

She is a dedicated leader and advocate for student engagement, serving 

on the University-Student Union’s Board of Directors. With a strong 

background in leadership development, she also works as a Student 

Programming Assistant with the Center for Student Involvement, where 

she facilitates workshops and events that empower students to grow 

professionally and personally. 

She has also been recognized with honorable awards, including the 

Matt Cameron Outstanding Student Award from the Association of 

College Unions International (ACUI) and the Rising Golden Eagle Award 

from Cal State LA. Jaqueline is passionate about fostering inclusive 

spaces for students and encouraging student advocacy, and she will 

continue to serve students in her future career in higher education.

Jaqueline Fajardo
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Eder Perdomo Hernandez is a proud Salvadoran and Honduran first-generation student 

completing his bachelor’s degree and continuing directly into a doctoral program in

Clinical Psychology. His long-term goal is to become a neuropsychologist with a 

specialization in forensic populations, using research, advocacy, and clinical practice to 

serve underserved communities. Eder has conducted literature reviews on stress, smoking 

behaviors, physical attractiveness biases, and cultural influences on mental health.

His leadership experience includes serving as Vice Chair of the University-Student Union’s 

Board of Directors, as well as participating in both the Fiscal Committee (2025–Present), 

and the Personnel Committee (2025–Present). He also serve as Facilities Chair for the 

University-Student Union, helping oversee operational needs and campus spaces. Beyond 

governance, he serves as a Video Podcast Coordinator, focusing on mental health topics related 

to immigrants and ICE, helping amplify underrepresented voices through media. He is also 

involved in student housing food committees and has been active in NSLS as President and 

Social Chair, as well as a member of Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity.

His commitment to service extends into the community. Through the Mary Valencia 

Project (2022–Present), Eder coordinates an annual holiday donation drive that supports 

individuals experiencing homelessness on Skid Row, collecting essentials such as 

blankets, clothing, water, and hygiene supplies. He also serves as a mentor with Amistad 

in Boyle Heights and Crear Futuros, working to empower and guide underserved youth 

Professionally, he has four years of experience as a CNA working across ER, psychiatric 

units, nursing homes, and pediatric settings. Eder is ABA certified and has accumulated 

approximately 8,000 hours of volunteer experience in hospital and clinical environments 

As a first-generation student, Eder carries his journey with purpose grounded in service, 

leadership, and a commitment to creating opportunities for those who come after him.

Eder Perdomo Hernandez
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Celeste Carrasco 
Educational Technology, M.A. 
Para mis padres

Alina Jasmin Carmona  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
I am thankful for my ancestors for guiding me through this journey, I would 
have not made it without them, and the love and support of my mother, family, 
significant other and best friend. GRACIAS! This is for YOU!

Ana O Barillas  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Thank you to my husband and daughter for their unconditional love and support. Thank 
you for not letting me give up. My friends and MSW peers, thank you for keeping each 
other accountable, for sharing tears, laughter and for being there for each other. To my 
professors, thank you for your support, your love for education; Without each and every 
one of you, I would not be where I am today, being a First-Generation Graduate!

Jesse Arceo  
Sociology, M.A. 
GAD y a IFA 
Agradecido con mi mamá y mi papá que me guia desde el cielo

THE 38TH ANNUAL
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Aileen Dominguez Palacios 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Thank you to everyone who supported me through the smallest and biggest barriers 
that I encounter during this journey. I would not have accomplished my goals with out 
this support. Thank you! thank you ! I love you

Jaqueline Fajardo 
Educational Foundations, M.A.     
No estaría aquí logrando mis metas sin el imenso amor y el apoyo de mis 
padres. Hoy comparto esta celebración con ellos, porque también es un día de 
reconocimiento por su esfuerzo.

Linda Anneth Espinoza 
Counseling, M.S. 
Applied Behavior Analysis  
Primeramente Dios, se quiso y se pudo. Para mis padres, quienes me dieron su mundo 
con las manos llenas y me inspiraron a estar aquí, gracias por su amor, sacrificio y 
apoyo incondicional. Para mis hermanos, quienes me apoyaron, me impulsaron y hasta 
me estresaron en el proceso.  
Los quiero mucho y gracias por siempre estar a mi lado.

Julie Josephine Fernandez 
Communication Studies, M.A. 
I would like to first thank my partner, Edwin, for staying up late with me to study, 
supporting me through stressful moments, and always being my peace and calm. To 
my mentor, Dr. Ruiz-Mesa, thank you for showing me I can do it and believing in me. 
To my parents, thank you for sacrificing so much for me to be here. This degree is as 
much yours as mine. I love you so much always!

Lizette Ailene Cervantes 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
I would like to thank my parents for their never-ending support and love. My friends for 
being my anchors, and my professors for inspiring me to fight against injustices and 
support our communities. Mamá, gracias por tu amor y tus sacrificios. Pa, gracias por 
trabajar duro y enseñarme cómo valorar mi trabajo. A mi hermana, gracias por ser una 
de las mujeres más fuertes de mi vida. Todo lo que logro es por ti.

Priscilla Marie Cuellar  
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A. 
I would like to thank my ancestors, my spirit team, and god. I also want to  
acknowledge my parents for all that they have sacrificed for me to be in this space 
right now graduating with my Masters,  also want to acknowledge myself for 
persevering, for believing in myself, and working hard every day to achieve greatness. 
This is for my community, myself, and my family. I am so proud to be Mexican.

Berenice Contreras 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia por su  apoyo y motivacion. Estoy agradecida con 
Dios por la oportunidad de volver a la escuela después de tantos años. Esto es 
para mis hijos Diego y Alex recuerden, nunca es demasiado tarde para volver a 
empezar. Gracias a mi familia por estar conmigo en cada paso del camino.

Maria Isabel Diaz  
Nutritional Science, M.S. 
I want to thank my family for their support and belief in me during this journey. It was 
not easy, but their constant encouragement and reminders to not give up helped me 
keep going. I also thank my professors for their guidance when things felt hard. I am 
grateful for the lessons, opportunities, and friendships I found here. This milestone 
showed me that I am stronger than I thought and that anything is possible.

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026



SPRING 2026 SPRING 2026

Betsy Amaris Garcia 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Gracias familia y amigos por su apoyo incondicional en este camino.¡Esta graduación 
fue realizada gracias a su motivación y ayuda!

Ingrid Priscilla Gonzalez 
Education for Social Change, M.A. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my husband and my son for their 
endless love, patience, and unwavering support throughout this journey. You have 
been my strength and motivation every step of the way. I am also truly grateful to 
my family and friends who encouraged me to keep going and never give up. This 
accomplishment would not have been possible without all of you.

Esmeralda Gil 
Ed.S School Psychology 
Applied Behavior Analysis  
Thank you to my family and friends. This chapter of my life would not have been 
possible without each of you.

Ronnie Gonzalez 
Kinesiology, M.S. 
I would like to thank my Wife and Son for their continuous support and encouragement 
through my long journey pursuing higher education at Cal State LA. With my family and 
close friends, they have made it much easier for me to accomplish my goals and stay 
consistent. I am beyond grateful for their support and love while creating unforgettable 
memories and friendships I was able to make at this university.

Ernesto Franco 
Business Administration, M.S. 
Business Management  
Gracias a mi padre y madre por traerme a este país y darme la oportunidad de 
seguir mi educación. Nothing is impossible if you believe in yourself!  The more 
you know, the more you owe!

Guadalupe Flores  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Agradezco a Dios por caminar conmigo aun cuando dudé de mí misma. A mis padres, 
que cruzaron fronteras con el corazón lleno de sueños para regalarme oportunidades 
que ellos no tuvieron; su amor es mi mayor herencia. A mi esposo y a mis hijos, ustedes 
son mi razón y refugio. Como Dreamer e inmigrante, este logro nace de fe, sacrificio y 
esperanza compartida. Hoy mi triunfo lleva sus nombres.

Brisa Flores  
Business Administration,  
MBA: Option in Marketing    
I would like to take this moment to appreciate myself. I would not have 
accomplished what I have so far if I didn't push myself or believe in myself, 
during the good and bad moments. I will continue to believe in myself and 
celebrate everything I have/will achieve. 
Todo pasa, todo enseña, todo sana.

Viridiana Flores 
Ed.S School Psychology 
Applied Behavior Analysis  
I am grateful to all those who have supported me during this time, family, friends, and 
my partner. I truly could not have done all this without your support, whether it was 
words of encouragement, hearing me out, or feeding me. Also to the friends I made in 
this program, I am very grateful to have experienced this with you all. Can't wait for 
this next journey has in store for us!
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Bridgett Elaine Khoury 
Educational Foundations, M.A. 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
I would like to thank my Cal State LA comrades, and professors who have not only 
become my family but are the people that have kept me grounded throughout my 
educational career. It is because of you that academia has become my home and the 
place I feel most like myself.

Vic B Lozoya-Hernandez 
Business Administration, M.S. 
Management 
I would like to thank my parents for their love, support, and encouragement throughout 
my long journey at Cal State LA. I am grateful for the amazing people I have met at 
Cal State LA, especially at the University-Student Union. These experiences have 
shaped me into the person I am today, and I will always cherish them forever.

Daniela Valentina Lara 
Latin American Studies, M.A. 
Mil gracias a mi familia y amigxs por todo su amor y apoyo, este logro también es suyo.

Evanjelina Cynthia Luna 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Gracias a Dios y a mi familia, porque sí se pudo. Este logro no es solo mío, es de todos 
los que caminaron conmigo en este proceso. Dedico este grado a mis hijos, Sebastián 
y Gianna, mi mayor motivación. A mi esposo, Diego, por su amor y apoyo. A mis padres 
por su amor, tiempo, y enseñanzas. Y finalmente gracias a mis hermanas por siempre 
estar ahí cuando más las necesitaba. Este triunfo es nuestro.

Precilla Jazmin Howl  
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A. 
I would like to thank my mom, my husband and my cohort. Graduate school 
was a rollercoaster ride but it felt easier with you there.  
A mi mamá, gracias por tus sacrificios. Los amo

Brianna Janelle Infante 
Educational Technology, M.A. 
Computer Applications in Schools (CAS)  
I would like to thank my family for their support, love, and belief in me. Les 
quiero mucho. I am grateful to my professors and my community who pushed 
me forward. Every experience along this path helped shape who I am today, 
grounding me in purpose and empathy. Este logro existe gracias a generaciones 
que, con cada decisión y sacrificio, opened the path for me to be here today. 
Siempre agradecida and full of love.

Raquel Magali Huggins  
Nutritional Science, M.S. 
I would like to express my gratitude to my partner, my children, and my mother 
for their unwavering support and encouragement throughout my journey at Cal 
State LA. Without my family, I would not have achieved my dreams of higher 
education. I am also deeply thankful to the nutritional science professors for their 
encouragement and support.

Deisy Carolina Juan 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Estoy muy agradecida por todas mis bendiciones este año y el apoyo de mi familia! 
No fue nada fácil obtener mi maestría pero al fin ya lo logramos!!!!  
-Deisy Juan, MSW 2026
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Ruth Noemi Mulet Uribe 
Psychology, M.A. 
Thank you to my daughter for being my driving force. I will always fight to give you a 
better life. My hermanita for supporting me and believing in me. Gracias a mi mamá 
por su apoyo y todos los años que sufrió por sacarnos adelante. I love you all.

Jorge Armando Nolasco 
Biology, M.S. 
Biotechnology 
En primer lugar, quiero agradecer a mi familia, a mis hermanos y a mis padres por su 
amor y apoyo durante mi trayectoria académica. Mi maestría no es solo un logro mío, 
sino un reflejo de los sacrificios que hemos hecho mi familia y yo. Sin ellos, no sería la 
persona que soy hoy. Así que, a todos ellos, muchas gracias por todo.

Penélope Neder-Muro 
History, M.A. 
Thank you to my support system, which is my husband, my sister, my niece and 
nephew, my in-laws, and my friends. I am grateful for the small but mighty History 
department. Love and appreciation for my Mom, who has given everything to help me 
keep going and seek knowledge. This degree is for you! I am my Abuelita’s and my 
Grandma’s wildest dream — an educated Latina!

David Ortiz Jr 
Special Education, M.A. 
I have to thank God first and foremost. Without him, nothing is possible. To my support 
system, including my family, friends, classmates, and professors. You have all been an 
inspiration to me.  To my loved ones who are watching me from above, thank you. To 
CSULA, thank you for the opportunity. Without you, I would not have found ME. And to 
my biggest inspirations, my son David and daughter Candice, simply said, I love you.

Itzel Macedo 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Los sacrificios y apoyo de mis padres son la razón por cuál lo logre. Gracias a mi 
familia, y a mis ángeles en el cielo. Sin ustedes, no pudiera esta aquí. Esto es de 
ustedes, tanto como es mío!

Melody Yaira Mejia 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Por todos mis logros y la fortaleza que encontré en este programa, doy todo el honor 
y la gloria a Dios. Gracias por mantenerme cerca y con los pies en la tierra en este 
proceso. Thank you to my family and friends who supported me with encouragement, 
Starbucks money, advice, prayers, and presence. Special thanks to my partner, Yosmar, 
for holding my hand and reminding me to stay confident. You have an MSW too, honey!

Natalia Jordan Maldonado 
Sociology, M.A. 
I would like to thank my biggest support system. My mom, my sisters, my boyfriend. 
I couldn’t have done it without you guys.

Brianna Italia Molina 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
This achievement would not have been possible without the constant love, 
encouragement, and support from my loved ones. My gratitude and appreciation also 
extend to my colleagues in this program, who have graciously inspired me. To my  
other half, you hold a special place in my heart as I walk across this stage, love you. 
Con mucho mucho amor!
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Johanna Ramirez  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Thank you everyone for all your support during this journey.

Diana Cazandra Rangel  
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A.  
Quiero agradecer a todas las mujeres que me ayudaron llegar en donde estoy hoy. I want to 
shout out my cousins, being the first carrys it's weight but everything I do, I do it with you in 
mind, and to my amazing cohort, you are the friends my inner child needed, and lastly, my 
family and partner. Thank you for supporting me in my darkest days.

Bessie Stephanie Rosario 
Business Administration, M.S. 
I am a first-generation graduate, earning an MBA degree means everything to 
me. This journey was not easy, but it was possible because of God’s grace and 
the constant support of my family and friends. Their prayers, encouragement, 
and sacrifices carried me through moments of doubt and exhaustion. I am deeply 
grateful for those who believed in me when I struggled to believe in myself, and 
for the strength to keep going with faith always.

Angel Eduardo Ortiz 
Single Subject Teaching Credential 
Although it took a few different steps and routes to get here, I would love to thank 
my friends, family, and everyone I've met along the way that kept me going. I will 
hold every single act of kindness near and dear to my heart. Without their support, I 
would have never made it. Esto es para todos los que nunca tuvieron la oportunidad de 
cumplir sus sueños, mi comunidad y mi cultura.

Bethany Penelope Peralta  
Nutritional Science, M.S. 
Without my family, I would not have gotten this far. The struggle in the first couple of 
months of my M.S degree was truly a test of my perseverance, but was eased by the 
love and support of my family. I completed this degree for them. For my brother, Isaiah. 
For my sister, Sharley. And most of all for my mother, Priscilla, who has pushed me to 
always take advantage of everything.

Ashley Palafox  
Public Administration, M.P.A. 
Quiero expresar mi más profundo agradecimiento a mi familia, cuyo sacrificio, esfuerzo 
y apoyo incondicional hicieron posible este logro. Como familia inmigrante, su fe en la 
educación, el trabajo duro y la perseverancia guió cada paso de mi camino académico. 
Su resiliencia me dio fuerza en los momentos difíciles y me recordó siempre por qué 
empecé. También agradezco a mis amistades y profesores por su acompañamiento, 
orientación y apoyo a lo largo de este proceso.

Jennifer Perez Cazarez  
Material Science and Engineering, M.S. 
Mathematics, B.S.  
Muchas gracias a mi familia, especialmente a ti Mami, Leslie, y Oscar por todo el 
apoyo que me dan en todo lo que me propongo. Sulley y Nala, estoy muy agradecida de 
haberlos tenido a mi lado durante todas las noches largas de estudio. Los quiero mucho 
y esta celebración también es para ustedes.
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Jocelyn Magali Saldana 
Public Administration, M.P.A. 
Dedico mi maestría a mis padres, quienes emigraron de Guatemala y México sin saber 
inglés y sacrificaron todo por nuestro futuro. Su valentía y esfuerzo me abrieron el 
camino. A Dios, gracias por darme fuerza y guiar mis pasos. A mi prometido, gracias 
por tu amor, paciencia y apoyo incondicional en cada etapa. Como hija mayor y primera 
generación, llevo con orgullo los sueños de mi familia. Este logro es de todos nosotros.
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Krissia Alexandra Tochez Penate 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Para mi, porque cuando se cae, hay que levantarse mas fuerte. Gracias a Dios por 
ponerme en este camino. Gracias a mis padres por darme lo mejor de ellos. Y para 
todos aquellos que a veces necesitan una mano amiga: I become a social worker 
because your life is worth my time!

Melissa Torres 
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Gracias, mamá, por cada sacrificio. Llegaste a este país con las manos vacías y 
llenaste mi vida de oportunidades. Papá, aunque hoy no estés aquí, tu enseñanza 
de lucha, resistencia y perseverancia vive en mí. Hoy celebramos el poder latino 
y nuestra resiliencia. No existen fronteras para los sueños cuando nacen del 
esfuerzo, el amor y la esperanza.

Vincent Torres Ramirez  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
I'd like to shoutout my family and friends for all your love and support!

Geselle Segura  
Social Work, M.S.W. 
Estoy increíblemente agradecido a mis padres y a mi familia por su infinito apoyo, 
paciencia y aliento a lo largo de mi viaje a la graduación. Tu amor y fe en mí hicieron 
posible este logro. Esta graduación y diploma no son solo míos, pertenecen a mis 
padres y a mi familia que me apoyaron durante largas noches, momentos estresantes 
y momentos de duda.

Beth S Santana  
Nutritional Science, M.S. 
Today I stand here because of my family and friends who believed in me even when I 
was exhausted and unsure. To my mom, whose sacrifices and quiet strength made this 
possible, this degree is yours too. To my boys, you are my purpose and my greatest 
pride. To my village, thank you for the love, prayers, and encouragement. I proudly 
represent my culture, my community, and our truth that sí se puede.

Saul Soria  
Educational Foundations, M.A. 
Solo quiero agradecer a mi familia por todo su apoyo y ánimo durante todo este 
proceso. No estaría donde estoy hoy sin ellos. Mamá, sé que nada te habría impedido 
estar aquí hoy. Espero que veas que lo logré y que tenías razón: todo lo que vale la pena 
requiere esfuerzo.
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Mariana Nayelli Troche 
Art, M.A. 
Thank you to my parents, brother  and close friends I love y’all thank you for being 
there for me in this big milestone.
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Oscar Eduardo Ulloa 
Chemistry, M.S. 
Mathematics   
Agradezco primeramente a Dios, a mi madre, a mi familia y a mis amigos por 
su apoyo incondicional a lo largo de este camino. Gracias al esfuerzo, amor y 
sacrif icio de mi madre fue posible alcanzar esta meta. Agradezco también a 
todos quienes se esforzaron por mí, cada uno puso su granito de arena para 
hacer este logro realidad. De manera especial, dedico esto a ustedes y a mi 
abuelita, que en paz descanse. Gracias.
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Nancy Velasquez  
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A. 
Muchas gracias a mi familia, cohorte y amigas por hacer esto posible. Sin ustedes yo 
no estaria aquí. Gracias a todos por ser mi ancla y estar conmigo durante los tiempos 
dificiles y buenos. Muah!

2026

Jeffry Alexandersson Umaña Muñoz  
Latin American Studies, M.A.  
Gracias a Dios, mi madre, mi padre y mi hermana por su inquebrantable amor 
y fe en mí. Gracias a los Dres. Fried, Villalpando, Verba y Ochoa por su guía; 
algún día, espero ser como ustedes. Esta maestría les pertenece a ustedes, a mi 
mentor Kent Wong, a mi hermano Christopher, a los trabajadores e inmigrantes 
del mundo, y a quienes luchan por un mundo sin fronteras; un mundo liberado. 
¡Venceremos! Undocumented & Unafraid!

America Jacqueline Vargas  
Social Work, M.S.W.  
Gracias, mamá y papá, por su apoyo y por creer siempre en mí. To my siblings, Temoc, 
Steph, and Jaz, I love you guys so much. To my friends, and my best friend Sandra, 
who have been very supportive throughout this journey. ¡Qué privilegio es formar parte 
del 8% de mujeres latinas con una maestría! La educación y la ocupación de espacios 
donde otros creen que no pertenecemos son otra forma de protesta.

Lizbeth Vargas-Martinez  
Computer Science, M.S. 
Gracias a mi familia y a mis amigos por apoyarme en este largo camino. A mis papás 
en especial por siempre creer en mí y mis éxitos y por dejar que crezca y explore mis 
intereses académicos. Siempre me dan fortaleza y sabiduría cuando más lo necesito 
y si decido convertirme en la primera doctorada en la familia, espero que me sigan 
apoyando. Sé que casi no lo digo, pero los quiero mucho a todos.
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Jennifer Guadalupe Zarate  
Ed.S School Psychology  
Quiero dar las gracias a mis padres y a mi familia por apoyarme durante mis estudios. 
No lo habría logrado sin su amor y su apoyo. Los quiero mucho a todos y este título es 
tanto suyo como mío.
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Andrea Arely Adame  
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Gracias a Dios y a Mi Familia este logro tiene sus nombres escritos entre cada “Sí se 
Puede.” 
A mis COMD girlies: gracias por ser mi comunidad, mi risa en medio del estrés, y mi paz 
en los días pesados. 
A mis ángeles en el cielo: gracias por cuidarme, los siento en la fuerza que aparece 
justo cuando más la necesito. Hoy florezco una Latina educada  
Con todo mi corazón, gracias.

Samira Emely Aguilar  
Psychology, B.A. 
Child Development 
I would like to thank my parents for their support and encouragement through my long 
journey at Cal State LA. Without my family and friends, I would not have accomplished 
all my goals. I am grateful for all the wonderful memories and friends I made at this 
university, and I will keep striving for the next big thing.

Claudia Evette Aguilar 
Music, B.A. 
I am grateful for the growth i did here at CSULA. Thank you to all my professors who 
helped push me into the person I am today and Thank you to the friends and family 
who supported me in these past 5 years. First in my family to graduate college!

Maise Renee Aguilar 
Psychology, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
I would like to thank my parents for continuing to support me throughout my academic 
career. I’m so grateful for their support along with all the experiences I’ve made 
throughout my time here at Cal State LA. I will continue to take on challenges that will 
help me make a difference in my community for the better.
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Maria Jennifer Aleman-Espinoza 
Child Development, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies  
Gracias a mi mama por todo el apoyo que me a brindado para lograr mis metas. Te quiero 
mucho Mami. For my two sons—your love is the Force that carried me to this graduation.

Valerie Rachel Alvarez  
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents for everything. You have given me the best life and 
supported and believed in me even when I couldn’t. You encourage me to go above 
and beyond and I hope I’ve made you proud. I want to thank my siblings for supporting 
me through all my highs and lows in life. I am forever grateful to everyone who has 
supported me throughout my academic journey.

Jennifer Alvarenga-Aguirre 
Kinesiology, B.S.  
Father God, thank you for gathering us here today. Padre Dios, cubre a cada graduado 
y cada familia con tu sangre protectora. Lead our paths with strength and dignity as 
we step into our callings. Bendice nuestros caminos mientras enfrentamos injusticia y 
miedo. Soy hija de inmigrantes, nacida de sacrificio y esperanza, y camino para servir, 
sanar, y alumbrar vidas por medio de la terapia ocupacional. Look Sonny! Mama's 
graduating school! In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Kimberly Amaya  
Social Work, B.A.  
I want to thank my professors for their guidance and support, and my classmates for 
pushing me to step outside of my comfort zone and grow. Most importantly, I want to 
thank myself for not giving up when things felt overwhelming. I’m doing this to break 
generational cycles and create new ones. And be role model for my daughters.

Sidney Aguirre 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for the support they have provided for me in order for 
my goals to be fulfilled. Especially my daughter who has encouraged me to continue to 
pursue my goals and too work even harder for a better future for both of us.

Ana Maria Alas-Erazo  
Applied Science, B.S. 
Natural Science 
I would like to thank my family and friends for their constant support and 
encouragement throughout my years at Cal State LA.

Noemi Elisheva Alanis  
Psychology, B.A. 
Child Development  
Gracias a mis papás, quienes con mucho valor cruzaron la frontera para darme un 
futuro mejor. Su esfuerzo y sacrificio viven en cada logro mío. También agradezco a mis 
hermanos por siempre animarme, y a mi sobrina, quien fue mi fuerza en los momentos 
difíciles. Este logro no es solo mío—es de todos nosotros. Gracias Familia y Sí se puede!

Nelly Alavez 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Operations and Supply Chain Management 
Veteran Services  
I want to thank my village. My family, my friends, supervisors, and professors 
who encouraged me to lucha through every part of this journey, even when it felt 
overwhelming. I am deeply grateful; I could not have achieved any of this without their 
love and support. I will always cherish those who continue to believe in me and lift me 
up along the way, and to those yet to come…si se puede
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Nalleli Antonio  
Child Development, B.A.  
Quiero agradecer de corazón a mi familia, amigos, a mis hijos y a mi pareja por estar siempre 
a mi lado, apoyándome y motivándome a seguir adelante. El camino no fue fácil, pero su 
amor, paciencia y apoyo hicieron todo posible. No lo hubiera logrado sin ustedes. 

Cristina Aragon Martinez 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents for their support and encouragement throughout 
my journey at Cal State LA.  As a Oaxacan, first- gen student,  as well as being 
the eldesr of my siblings,  this road has been fun of highs and lows. However,   I 
am grateful for the support and memories, that I hold at Cal State LA. This is just 
the beginning, to bigger things.

Jocelyn Aquino  
Child Development, B.A.  
Muchas gracias mami y papi por sus oraciones y apoyo durante todo, si se pudo y 
vamos por más! Este logro es de nosotros!

Samantha Guadalupe Araiza 
Social Work, B.A. 
Child Maltreatment and Family Violence  
A mis padres: Gracias por creer en mí incluso cuando yo dudaba. Su trabajo, su 
dedicación y cada sacrificio me trajeron hasta aquí. Este logro y este título es para 
ustedes. 
A mi hermana: Gracias por tu apoyo emocional, por escucharme y acompañarme 
siempre. Nada de esto habría sido posible sin ustedes. Los amo con todo mi 
corazón.  
¡Arriba Jalisco!

Jesus Enrique Ambrocio 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Psychology 
I would like to dedicate my degree to my mom who raised me as a single mother 
and worked hard to get me to where I am today. I make sure to do the best I can in 
whatever the future holds for me

Kimberly Diana Andalon Corona  
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Gracias mami y papi por sus sacrificios y apoyo. Este logro se lo debo a ustedes 
por abrirme las puertas a un futuro mejor y dejar una vida detrás para darme a mi 
oportunidades mejor. Los amo!

Elizabeth Anaya  
Nursing, B.S.  
Me gustaría dedicar este título a mis padres por su amor y apoyo incondicionales. Sin 
ellos, no estaría donde estoy hoy. Sacrificaron su mundo para que yo pudiera tener el 
mío. Estoy eternamente agradecida, los amo.

Daisy Marie Andrade  
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Veteran Services  
I want to thank my family and friends who supported me through every step of this 
journey. I couldn’t have done it without you — I did it!
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Michelle Ayala-Espinoza  
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Mamá, papá, Eli, gracias por apoyarme durante estos años. Su amor, paciencia y 
ejemplo han sido mi fuerza en cada paso. Este logro también es suyo. Miro al futuro 
con esperanza, sabiendo que siempre cuento con ustedes. Los quiero.

Denise Arlene Barrera 
Accounting, M.S.  
As a proud first-generation Mexican-Guatemalan college graduate, I dedicate this 
achievement to my family and to my brother, whose love and memory continue to 
guide me. Being the first in my family to earn a bachelor’s degree is not just my 
accomplishment — it belongs to all of us.

Christopher X Barajas 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my family for their unconditional love, 
sacrifices, and constant encouragement throughout my academic journey at Cal State 
LA. I am also thankful for my friends, professors, and mentors whose guidance and 
support motivated me to persevere during challenging moments. This journey has 
shaped me academically and personally, and I am grateful for every lesson, connection, 
and opportunity along the way.

Sydney Rae Barreras 
Business Administration, 
Management 
I want to thank my family for always believing in me and showering me with endless 
love and support throughout this journey as a first-generation college graduate at Cal 
State LA. A special thank you to my Nino for inspiring me, encouraging me, and helping 
me reach my goals. To my friends, I wish you joy, success, and happiness in all your 
journeys. To all my loved ones, this achievement is for you!

Michelle Angelica Arce  
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to start off by saying, Gracias, Mamá y Papá, por todo su apoyo durante mi 
educación aquí en Cal State LA. Dedico mis logros a ustedes, por todos sus sacrificios 
para ayudarme a ser mejor. Thank you to my siblings & friends for their encouragement 
on my path to higher education. Finally, thank you to my partner, Izaiah, for all your 
love, encouragement, and support to accomplish all my educational goals. Lo Hicimos!

Cinthia Abigail Astorga Contreras  
Accounting, M.S. 
To my children, thank you for being my strength, my purpose, and the reason I continue 
striving for more every day. Your love reminds me why this journey matters. This 
achievement is for you and because of you. I am deeply grateful to my parents, who 
sacrificed everything to build a better life for our family, and to my husband, friends, 
and loved ones for their love, patience, and support.

Kevin Jesus Arellano 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I would like to thank my parents for their love and constant support. Being  first 
gen student you have taught me to never give up and to always work hard for what 
we want. Thank you to my girlfriend for pushing me and for never giving up on me. 
Without them none of this would be possible, keep watching me as I become the man 
that you guys chose to believe in. I love you.

Jasmine Avila  
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Gracias a mi familia por ser mi mayor sostén durante este proceso. A mi hermana, 
por su apoyo incondicional, motivación diaria y por acompañarme en cada paso hasta 
alcanzar este logro
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Isabella Leonor Benavides 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  
I would like to thank all my family and friends! love you all so much!!

Mathew Bio 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Real Estate 
I want to thank my parents for their steady support throughout my time at Cal State 
LA. My dad helped open doors that made my education possible, and my mom has 
always been there for my twin sister and me with encouragement and care. I’m also 
grateful for Kalahi, my friends, classmates, and professors who gave me a sense of 
community, challenged me to grow, and made this journey meaningful.

Sara Dayan Betancourth Martinez 
Kinesiology, M.S. 
Hoy celebro mi titulo y el orgullo de mis raíces latinas. Este logro pertenece a mis 
padres, gracias por la valentía de sacrificar sus vidas para darnos un futuro aquí. Cada 
esfuerzo valió la pena y hoy les devuelvo ese sacrificio convertido en excito. Pipo, Mami 
este premio es de ustedes. Soy el resultado de sus sueños y mi corazón se llena de 
orgullo al decir, Lo Logramos Juntos, Esto es para ustedes Gracias.

Jessica Bobadilla 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mom, my dad, sister, mentor teacher, friends and boss for 
always believing that I could when I felt like I couldn’t. I’m very grateful I had amazing 
professors and classmates who pushed me to succeed. I will forever keep striving to do 
my absolute best. Even in my darkest moments, I saw myself succeed. ¡Si se pudo!

Jocelyn M Barrios 
Child Development, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
Gracias a mi mamá por ser mi gran mayor apoyo. Thank you to my siblings for being my 
support system. I would like to thank myself for pushing myself and becoming a first-
generation Latina grad. Without my support system, I wouldn't have accomplished this 
goal. Now, they get to see me walk across the stage for the first time. Estoy contenta 
de haberme esforzado y puedo decir que tengo un título universitario. Gracias a todos.

Dulce Mariana Becerra Marquez 
Kinesiology, B.S.  
I would like to thank my boyfriend, my godparents and my parents for their support 
throughout my Calstate la journey. If it wasn’t for them I wouldn’t be here right now. 
Allthough I haven’t finished reach my goals little me is proud. I am the first generation 
and to everyone one else si se puede don’t give up

Angel Juan Barrios 
Business Administration, B.S. 
I would like to thank my parents and family through this long journey of mine. I 
am grateful for everyone that helped me out to get to where I am today. I would 
also like to thank all my loved ones from up above that are watching over me 
everyday. Thank you and love you all.

Melissa Beltran 
Psychology, B.A. 
I want to thank my parents for always pushing me to be my best and for their constant 
love and support. To my sisters; Laura, for helping me pick classes and taking me to 
orientation; Jenny, for reminding me I’m smart and calling me a pineapple head; and 
Carina, for paving the way for us to follow. I also want to thank my amazing boyfriend, 
whose encouragement and belief in me helped me keep going.
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Perla Calete 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family for all the support they have provided for me through 
these four years of my college career. But my biggest cheer was my mom and without 
her I wouldn’t be here able to be the first in my family to receive a Bachelors. I really 
hope that I have made you proud up in the sky mom. Ya Lo hicimos!

Amanda Cano 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for their endless support. I'd especially like to thank my 
uncle, Tom Cano, for providing a lifetime's worth of love, lectures, and wisdom. I could 
not have done this without his support.

Marleen Clarisa Can 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Le dio gracias a Dios por guiarme en este camino. También les quiero dar las gracias 
a mis padres y mi hermana por su apoyo incondicional. En los que he sido necesitado 
para hacer más fácil el camino en esta etapa de mi vida. Y también a la universidad por 
abrirme las puertas por ser parte de la formación de una mejor educación.

Emily Carbajal 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I am very excited in this new journey of mine. I would like to thank my family, especially 
my parents for being so supportive and always being an inspiration. I would also like to 
thank my friends because without their support I would not be here today.I am grateful 
for all the memories I’ve made here and am looking forward to my next chapter in life.

Michelle Bugarin 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Mesoamerican Studies 
I want to thank myself because it was not easy but I'm thankful I stuck with it. I want 
to thank my family, most importantly my daughters Melody and Maxine and the ones 
guiding me in spirit. Lastly, I am grateful to all my beautiful Professors!

Macario Ricardo Cabrera III 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Healthcare Administration 
Today, I want to thank God for His endless blessings and for guiding me every step of 
this journey. I trust he will continue to lead me and keep me on the right path as I step 
into my future. To my family, thank you for loving and supporting me through thick 
and thin. Your strength carried me here. Nos ganamos este momento juntos, y los amo 
tanto a todos hoy, siempre y para siempre.

Jocelyne Cabrera 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents for the sacrifices and perseverance undertaken by 
them. Without them and without their fortitude I would not be here today. I would also 
like my siblings for their support and supporting me in my academic career. Lastly 
I would like to thank the professors at CSULA who have made an impacted in my 
academic career and allowed me to reach my potential.

Jimena Calderon 
Biology, B.S. 
I want to acknowledge my parents for taking a chance by coming to the United States 
to give me the opportunity to build the best life possible. Because of their sacrifices 
and unwavering support, I have been able to pursue dreams and opportunities they 
were never afforded. I am endlessly grateful to them, and their support never goes 
unappreciated.
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Heidy Ruby Casillas 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  
Gracias Dios por permitirme recibir este logro. Tambien me gustaria agradecer a mi 
familia por ser mis mayoress motivadores. Esto es solo el comienzo.

Emily Suzeth Castaneda 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A. 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  
I would like to say that I am thankful for my parents on the support that they have 
given me these past four years that I’ve been in college. Without my family and 
my partner, I don’t think I would’ve been able to accomplish so much. They were 
the ones who would give me the push to keep going and to not give up when I felt 
like giving up, so thank you to them.

Mari Francis Catherine Casillas Mellini 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
I proudly honor my Mexican and Guatemalan roots and the sacrifices that shaped my 
journey. I thank my parents for their strength, love, and endless sacrifices, and my siblings 
for their constant support and belief in me through every challenge. I am grateful to my 
friends and everyone who helped me along the way. This achievement belongs to all of us, 
and I carry my culture, resilience, and gratitude forward with pride.

Leslie Castillo 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Finance 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia por apoyarme siempre; sin ellos, no habría llegado tan 
lejos. Mamá y papá, cruzaron ríos y montañas para darme la mejor vida posible; los 
quiero muchísimo. Su apoyo y amor incondicional a sido mi motor. También quiero 
expresar mi gratitud a mis amigas, quienes me han animado y han sido una fuente 
constante de risas y motivación. Gracias por ser mi familia!

Jazmin Cardoso 
Social Work, B.A. 
Agradezco profundamente a mis padres, cuyo amor, sacrificio y apoyo incondicional 
me guiaron durante los años más difíciles de la universidad. Su fortaleza me enseñó 
a seguir adelante incluso cuando dudaba de mí misma. A mi hijo,Alejandro, mi mayor 
inspiración: tú me diste el valor y la fuerza para no rendirme. Cada paso lo di pensando 
en ti. Este logro es nuestro, fruto del amor y la resiliencia que compartimos.

Haley Carranza 
Natural Science, B.S. 
Asian American Studies  
I would like to thank everyone who has supported me throughout my years at Cal State LA, 
all the wonderful people in my life such as my friends and family have been the reason why I 
am able to proudly stand here today. I will always cherish all the memories I have made here 
and I am excited for the next chapter of my academic journey.

Natalye Marie Carias 
Communicative Disorders, B.A.  
Quiero agradecer a Jehová Dios por estar siempre a mi lado. Me siento bendecida 
de estar aquí, rompiendo ciclos y cumpliendo el propósito por el cual mis padres 
emigraron a Estados Unidos. Nacimos de sueños que cruzaron fronteras. Agradezco 
profundamente a quienes me apoyaron y guiaron en este camino. Nunca se rindan; a 
pesar de todo, sigan adelante. Los llevo en el corazón. Los quiero mucho. Este logro 
también es de ustedes, hoy y siempre

Jasmin Carreon 
Social Work, B.A. 
I dedicate this achievement to my parents, whose sacrifices and strength made my 
education possible. As the daughter of immigrant parents, I carry their resilience with 
me. Thank you to my family, mentors, and friends for their endless support. I am proud 
to graduate and look forward to serving families and communities through social work.
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Karla Cisneros Gutierrez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Marketing 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por sacrificarlo todo para que yo pudiera tener 
oportunidades que ellos no tuvieron. Su esfuerzo es la razón por la que nunca me rendí. 
To my sister, thank you for always pushing me to grow and be a better person. And 
to my husband, Devin, thank you for your patience, support, and love through it all. I 
couldn't have done it without you.

Catherine Florence Contreras-Bautista 
Social Work, B.A. 
Dedico todos mis esfuerzos a mi familia y la oportunidad de estar aquí a mis papás, 
porque sin su amor y apoyo nada de esto habria sído posible. "No es malo forjarse 
metas, malo es no accionar en ellas. Nunca digan que no pueden, si en la luna quedan 
huellas." - Hermanos Espinoza

Jaymie Domanique Colocho Quintana 
Sociology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents & family for their support & encouragement through 
my long journey at Cal State LA. I also would like to thank all my teachers & professors 
from elementary, middle school, high school & college for always believing in me & 
giving me the confidence to succeed in anything I set myself to do. I appreciate each & 
every one of them because without them I wouldn't of made it this far.

William Valen Correa 
Business Administration, B.S. 
International Business 
I want to thank everyone whom has supported me through my academic return. Being 
a returning student has been an opportunity for me to positively reflect the priceless 
sacrifices and investments of my family and close friends. This has been a beautiful 
journey. As I take the next steps in my academic career, I'd like to pave the road for the 
next generation of professionals

Mayra Lorena Castro 
Social Work, B.A. 
I am deeply grateful to my family for supporting and guiding me throughout my CSULA 
journey. My son has been my biggest supporter, and my husband encouraged me every 
step of the way. I am also grateful to my mother, sisters, and co-workers for their 
consistent love and support. I cherish the memories and friendships I made and look 
forward to the next chapter of my life, pursuing my MSW degree in social work.

Yvette Celestino 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Human Resources Management 
I would like to thank my family, especially my daughter, who stayed up with me 
through so many late nights while I studied. Your support made this possible. This is 
for us and for a better future. They’re right when they say it takes a village and I am 
incredibly grateful for mine.

Angel Castro 
Child Development, B.A. 
Para Mis Padres y Hermanos: Lo Logramos por segunda vez, y aun faltan 3 mas, 
primeramente Dios. Si se pudo! VAMOOOSSSSS!

Roselena Cervantes 
Child Development, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por su amor y apoyo incondicional. El esfuerzo que 
dediqué a esta carrera puede haber sido mío, pero ustedes han sido mi pilar y mi 
inspiración más grande del mundo. Nunca me han limitado a nada en esta vida, y es 
por eso que planeo lograr todos mis sueños y metas. Gracias por darme mis alas y por 
motivarme a volar. Los quiero mucho. Esto es solo el comienzo.
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Mariel Gilda Cruz Zuniga 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Bilingual Authorization 
Reconozco con profundo orgullo el sacrificio, amor y perseverancia de mis padres. 
Gracias a su esfuerzo incansable, hoy persigo mis sueños y honro mis raíces. Su 
valentía al abrir caminos nuevos me inspira a servir a otras familias, valorar la 
diversidad y usar el lenguaje como puente de esperanza, identidad y oportunidad para 
las próximas generaciones.Gracias a mis abuelos que vienen de Mexico a verme. Con 
mucho amor.

Brisa Gatica Reyes Daniela 
Natural Science, B.S. 
Natural Science 
I would like to thank my parents, family, and everyone who have given me the 
apportunity to focus on my degree and career with out any interventions. As well as 
all the professor who have guided me and my advisor who took the time to talk to me 
about my classes and ways to stay on track. Thank you everyone.

Astrid G Cruz-Garcia 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for everything they have done. For always providing for 
me and I hope that with this degrees I get to return the favor by 100.

Karen Yelitza Davila 
Biology, B.S. 
Quiero agradecer a mi papá por su apoyo; no habría podido lograr mis metas sin él. 
Siempre estaré agradecida con mi familia, mis hermanos, mi novio y mis amigas por 
su apoyo incondicional. Agradezco la experiencia y el privilegio de haber podido cursar 
estudios superiores, algo que no todos tienen la oportunidad de hacer. Gracias por todo, 
los quiero mucho. ¡Sí se pudo!

Sherlyn Nicole Cortez Garcia 
Social Work, B.A. 
Psychology 
Quiero dar las gracias a mis padres por estar siempre a mi lado y apoyarme durante 
toda mi vida. Este título no es solo para mí, pero también para ellos. No estaría donde 
estoy hoy si no fuera por mis padres. Los quiero mucho mama y papa. Gracias por todo.

Azaneth Meloney Cruz 
Political Science, B.A. 
I would like to thank my dad and sister who have always pushed me to go further, who 
has supported me and been there for me when I didn't believe in myself, to my big and 
my friends who have always heard my concerns and have been there for me when I 
needed them, thank you dad than you my girls I love you

Amber Jennell Cruz 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
It’s been a journey ever since I started at CSULA. I want to show appreciation to my 
family for always instilling a proudness in me, especially when I couldn’t find it myself. 
The dedication I’ve brought forth everyday has been for myself, and as an example that 
when you have a love for what you do, it can make things easier. To my family; I love 
you!! This is just the beginning.

Jennifer Cruz 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Gracias a mis padres por los sacrificios que hicieron para brindarme un futuro 
mejor. Este logro está dedicado a mis padres, quienes llegaron sin nada y me 
dieron todo. Los quiero y lo logramos!
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Valery Diaz-Romero 
Music, B.A. 
Spanish 
Thank you to my family for supporting me along my journey, I wouldn't be here without 
them. Los quiero con todo mi alma!

Ashley Yamileth Dormuz 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Me gustaria darle gracias a Dios y a mis padres por su apoyo y amor. Hoy estoy aquí 
por sus sacrificios. Esto es para ustedes.

Jessica Christina Dorat 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mom for being my constant source of strength, love, and 
encouragement throughout my academic journey. Her sacrifices, resilience, and belief 
in me gave me the courage to keep going, even during the most challenging moments. I 
would not be where I am today without her support. This chapter of my life has shaped 
me in powerful ways, and I am proud of the person I am becoming.

Denisse Duarte 
Nursing, B.S. 
Graduating today with my heart full. Gracias a mi familia y amigos for always showing 
up, cheering loud, and believing in me. 
Porque como dijo Chente, no hay que llegar primero, pero hay que saber llegar. Y sí se 
pudo! 
Forever grateful to you all for the continuous support! Los quiero mucho!

Julia Alicia De la Paz Sanchez 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Communication Sociology 
Agradezco de corazón a mi familia, de sangre y de alma, por su amor, apoyo y paciencia 
durante todo este camino. Gracias al amor de mi vida Julian, mi Mayor apoyo. Por mas 
obstáculos que me enfrente, estoy aquí hoy porque nunca dejé de creer en mí. Este no 
es el final, es solo el comienzo; lo mejor aún está por venir  
“Lo único más poderoso que el odio es el amor.”- Benito

Carlos Diaz 
Business Administration, B.S.: Option in Accounting 
Thank you to my family and friends for being there through every high and low and 
always keeping me in check. Gracias por creer en mí, por sus sacrificios y por nunca 
dejarme rendirme. There were moments I doubted myself, but you never did. I wouldn’t 
be here without you. This is for all of us. Puro power

Hector Leonel Delgado-Carpinteyro 
Electrical Engineering, B.S. 
Este título universitario es en agradecimiento a mis padres por el esfuerzo y sacrificio 
que hicieron por mí. Y a mi hermanito y hermanita que también son parte de este logro. 
It took some time but I finally made it. Never give up.

Daniel Manuel Diaz Rios 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Economics 
I am grateful for the opportunity to attend and graduate after this journey. I am 
grateful for my family, girlfriend, and friends. The time has passed quickly, but with 
a lot of progress and fun. I am proud of where I am now and have done more than I 
thought I would when I started.

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026



SPRING 2026 SPRING 2026

Teresa Espinoza 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Gracias a Dios, a mis padres y a mi familia por ayudarme y apoyarme en esta etapa de 
mi vida. No fue fácil, pero su apoyo y consejos me permitieron lograrlo. Este logro no 
solo es mío, sino de ustedes también. Los amo.

Jeanette Monserrath Estrada Padilla 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
Primero que nada le doy gracias a Dios, después a mi mamá, a mi hijo, a mi abuelita 
Lupita, a mi novio, a mi tía Mónica y a mi tío Michael. A todos les agradezco 
profundamente su amor, apoyo incondicional y motivación constante, ya que han sido 
un gran respaldo en este logro y en cada paso de mi camino. Gracias por creer en mí, 
acompañarme, motivarme siempre y compartir conmigo este momento tan especial.

Isabella Estrada 
Social Work, B.A. 
I want to thank my family, especially my parents, for their unwavering support 
throughout my time at Cal State LA. Without their helping hands, I wouldn’t have 
thrived. I am forever grateful for the education I received at Cal State LA, and I am 
excited to begin my MSW journey next month so I can give back to my community and 
help other Latinas/Latinos pursue their own dreams and be the support they deserve.

Nataly Guadalupe Estrella 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Gracias an mis papas por apoyarme en todos los pasos de mi vida, y por todo sus 
esfuerzos para llevarme a donde estoy hoy. I’d also like to thank my friends for always 
being there for me and helping on me my journey. Los amo a todos! No puedo esperar 
el próximo capítulo de mi vida. At last, I’d like to thank myself for always getting up and 
trying again, we got this!

Jaylee Enriquez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Child Maltreatment and Family Violence 
Mis padres son mi mayor adoración. Mi papá siempre me enseñó a salir adelante y 
luchar por todo lo que yo quiero. Mi madre me enseñó a siempre ser independiente y 
nunca rendirme a las metas que yo tenga en la vida. Mis padres sacrificaron mucho 
para que yo pudiera ser la primera en la familia en poder atender una universidad y que 
sea mi única preocupación. Esto va para mis padres, los adoro mucho.

Dora Alicia Espana 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Business Pre-legal 
I would like to thank my parents and siblings for everything.

Kayla Marie Enriquez 
Nursing, B.S. 
Muchas gracias a mi increíble familia y amigos por todo el apoyo!! <3

Cynthia Danelya España 
Social Work, B.A. 
Thank you to everyone who has been apart of my college journey, I appreciate you 
truly. May all my future endeavors be just as wonderful and blessed.
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Lezette Angel Flores 
Communication, B.A. 
This degree belongs to my family. To my grandparents, who watered my roots with 
love, kindness, and unwavering belief—you are the reason I grew. To my mom, you 
taught me that my life is mine to lead, boldly and without apology. And to my brothers, 
every step I took forward was for you.

Katens Ariana Flores 
Child Development, B.A. 
Quiero expresar mi agradecimiento a mis padres por todos los sacrificios que hicieron 
para brindarme oportunidades y apoyarme en cada etapa de mi camino. Su esfuerzo, 
amor y dedicación han sido fundamentales para lograr este objetivo. A mi hermana, 
gracias por su guía constante, sus consejos y por estar siempre a mi lado apoyándome. 
Este logro también es de ustedes y lo llevo con orgullo.

Ashley Rachel Flores 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and friends for their encouragement and support 
throughout my academic journey. I am truly grateful and proud to be a first-generation 
college student, and I will carry my success and their support with me in my future 
endeavors.

Norma Lizeth Flores 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Management 
I am profoundly grateful to my immigrant parents, whose sacrifices and cultural 
values taught me that dreams have no timelines and resilience is inherited. I carry 
immense pride in my heritage, which shaped every step of my journey. I thank 
my daughter for reminding me that challenging the status quo is a strength. My 
journey at Cal State LA transformed my parents’ sacrifices into possibility and 
laid a foundation for the legacy I am building.

Daisy Farias 
Biology, B.S. 
Con el favor de Dios, mi familia, y mis amigos estoy recibiendo este título. Esté nomás 
es el primer paso para delante. Mi agradecimiento nunca será suficiente para los que 
me han apoyado en este camino.

Joshua Eleazar Felix 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Human Resources Management  
Thank you to my family, friends, and community. Without my support system, this 
journey would not have been possible. Their encouragement and belief in me gave me 
the strength to keep going and reach this milestone. As I begin the next chapter of my 
life, I strive to build a future that is fulfilling, purposeful, and reflective of who I am. 
One that shines a light on all that I have become.

Albert Isaías Faz 
History, B.A. 
Religious Studies 
I am deeply thankful to my family, especially my parents, for their constant love and 
encouragement throughout my time at Cal State LA. Their faith in me, along with the 
support of friends and mentors, gave me strength during every challenge. Living with 
a disability never defined my limits—it revealed my resilience. I will always cherish the 
memories and friendships made here, and I step forward with gratitude, pride, and 
hope for what comes next.

Ali Florentino 
Child Development, B.A. 
I want to thank God for his wisdom, My wife for her unconditional support and my 
children for the strength they give me to accomplish my goals. I'm grateful to be a part 
of a wonderful family & community that is rich in culture, love and laughter. I'm excited 
to continue contributing to and make a meaningful impact wherever I am.
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Sara Garcia 
Child Development, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
Mis raíces me dieron la fuerza para crecer y mis alas para volar. Infinitas gracias, 
familia, por su apoyo incondicional y por ser mi refugio y motivación a lo largo de este 
viaje. No fue fácil, pero valió la pena. Lo Logramos! ¡La lucha sigue!

Genesis Marie Garcia 
Sociology, B.A. 
Thank you Jesus, for allowing me to get this far. Thank you for the wonderful; people 
who I crossed paths with. Im so proud of myself and you all should be too! I pray that 
God continues to guide me, and use me as a vessel to share my testimony. My purpose 
is to encourage and empower others to persevere and not give up.

Leonardo Garcia Jr 
Sociology, B.A. 
I am proud to be here and  forever grateful for the hard work my parents have done 
and continue doing in providing our family with the best. My loved ones who have been 
by my side step by step influencing me to stay on top of the setbacks and getting to 
enjoy new experiences in life. Gracias a dios que pude lograr una meta mas para mi 
apa, ma, macruz los amo.

Maria Guadalupe Garcia 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Thank you to my family for always being there for me and supporting me through the 
tough times. I wouldn’t be here without all your support. I love you all so much!

2026

Ashley Crystal Flores 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
I would like to thank my mom and my boyfriend and friends for their love and support.

Merlyn Galicia 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Marketing 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por nunca dejar de creer en mí y por apoyarme en 
cada paso de este camino. Mi tiempo en Cal State LA no fue fácil; hubo momentos 
de cansancio, dudas y sacrificio, pero mi familia siempre estuvo ahí para levantarme. 
Gracias a mi hermano, hermanas, a mi prometido y a mi suegra por su amor, paciencia 
y apoyo incondicional. Este logro es por ustedes!

Isabella Cristine Fogli 
Biology, B.S. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies  
I want to thank God, my family, and my friends for supporting me throughout this 
achievement. I am very grateful for the opportunity and experience I had these past 
4 years. I am proud to say my degree is a product of passion, hard work, dedication, 
tears, and love from everyone who supported me.

Aisha J Gama 
Public Health, B.S. 
Quiero agradecerle a mi hermosa mamá por darme amor incondicional y fuerzas 
durante todos estos años. Estoy inmensamente agradecida de que Dios me haya 
dado el regalo de ser tu hija. Amo a ti y a Justin para siempre; ustedes dos serán 
mi motivación para seguir adelante todos los días. Me has enseñado a ser una 
mujer inteligente, independiente y resiliente. Espero seguir haciéndote orgullosas y 
recordarte que estaremos siempre juntas. ¡LO HACIMOS, MAMÁ!

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026



SPRING 2026 SPRING 2026

Beatriz Garcia Anaya 
Communication, B.A. 
Gracias a mi hermosa familia por todo el apoyo y paciencia que me han dado. Los 
quiero mucho.

Vivien Vanessa Garibay 
Communication, B.A. 
I am deeply grateful to my family for their unconditional love, sacrifices, and 
unwavering support throughout my time at Cal State LA. Their encouragement and 
belief in me carried me through moments of uncertainty and helped me stay focused 
and determined. This journey has shaped who I am, and I will carry these memories 
with me as I move forward. I love you mom.

Yajaira Verenice Garcia Fabian 
Political Science, B.A. 
I would like to give a special thank you to my role models, my  mother and step father 
for always encouraging me and being my support throughout my 4 years at Cal State 
LA. All my accomplishments goals has and continues to be  because of them. Los 
quiero mucho y nunca me voy a cansar de agradecerles por todo el apoyo. Este logro  
tambien son de ustedes, los amo.

Nelly Elizabeth Garnica 
Criminal Justice, B.S.  
I would like to thank my parents and family, gracias a ustedes por sus sacrificios, amor 
y apoyo. Sus oraciones, sus consejos, y hasta sus reganadas han sido fundamentales 
en mi Camino. Los Amo! I will also like to thank my friends and coaches, you all have 
encouraged me, supported me, and guided me through the right direction. I will forever 
be grateful to be in such a wonderful program, university and environment. Thank You

Giselle Guadalupe Garcia 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to

Hailey Garcia 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family for being on this journey with me. I would like to 
think my parents for always encouraging me to do be someone in life. I like to thank 
everyone that supported me in this journey this one is for US. I DID IT! First generation 
college graduate in my life.

Patricia Guadalupe Garcia 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Operations and Supply Chain Management 
Gracias a mi querida familia y amigos por animarme en este camino, y a mi madre y mi 
prometido que me acompañaron en cada paso. Y a mi papi, que me observa desde el 
cielo, te quiero y te echo de menos, y sé que estás muy orgulloso de mí.

Joceline Garcia 
Mathematics, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family and friends for supporting me through my academic 
journey. Their words of encouragement lifted me on days where I felt like I couldn't 
stand up. Gracias a mis padres, que por sus sacrificios de buscar una mejor vida, estoy 
aquí cumpliendo el sueño americano. Este reconocimiento es tanto mío como es de 
ustedes. Los quiero mucho. Y viva México!
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Isabella Maria Gonzales 
Biology, B.S. 
I would like thank my parents for their support during my academic journey at Cal State LA. 
While this journey was challenging and filled with a roller coaster of emotions, it was also 
filled with so much love, lifetime memories, and an education-community that I will cherish 
forever. I’m beyond grateful for my faith, family, professors, and friends. As I continue on in 
my journey, I will soar high as a proud Golden Eagle.

Nathalie Elaine Gonzalez 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to dedicate this degree to my abuelita Catalina Elsa Pérez! Abuelita linda al 
fin lo hicimos, gracias por siempre apoyarme y sus sacrificios esto es más de usted que 
mío. To my family and friends who supported me and my crazy schedule thank you for 
your help and understanding! Above all thank god for my husband and newborn baby 
you’ve pushed me not to quit! Gracias infinitamente los adoro!

Belen Gonzalez 
Child Development, B.A. 
Gracias an mis padres por apoyarme en mis estudios y haciendo todo posible por este 
momento no estaré aquí sin ustedes los amo!

Sarai Gonzalez 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
Para mi familia que siempre ha estado a mi lado apoyándome, gracias por creer en mí 
cuando yo no creía en mí misma. Por todo el trabajo que hice durante mi tiempo en 
Cal State LA, lo hice por ti, Mom. Eres la mejor mamá que Dios me mandó. I'm forever 
grateful for the memories I made at this University, thanks to my friends. And to my 
partner, thank you for staying by my side

Marina Gomez 
Sociology, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies  
I am deeply grateful to my college for shaping my growth and resilience. I thank my 
parents for their courageous journey to the United States and for showing me love and 
strength. Their extra support and motivation made this achievement possible. I will 
keep on striving for our future. Love, Mari

Jeannette Gomez-Castillo 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
This journey came with challenges, late nights, and moments of doubt, but I never gave 
up. I would like to thank my family for supporting me through this journey and always 
believing in me. Your encouragement pushed me forward when things felt hard. Today, 
I celebrate growth, resilience, and the start of a new chapter. This accomplishment 
belongs not only to me, but to everyone who helped me along the way. Si se puede!!

Norma Lorena Gomez Perez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Estoy profundamente agradecida con mis padres por su amor incondicional, sacrificio 
y apoyo constante. Este logro es tan suyo como mío y me honra celebrarlo juntos en 
cada paso de este camino. A mi hijo, gracias por ser mi mayor inspiración y fortaleza 
cada día. A mi esposo y a mi familia, gracias por acompañarme en este camino de 
sueños y aprendizaje. Este momento refleja perseverancia, esfuerzo y orgullo por 
nuestras raíces y nuestra historia.

Phillip Jack Gonzales 
Computer Science, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family with the all there support. Without there support I 
wouldn’t be here today.
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Daynah Chastity Gonzalez 
Biology, B.S. 
Dedico con todo mi corazón este logro a mi familia, por los sueños y la esperanza que 
me motivaron a luchar por un futuro mejor para nosotros. 

Joselyn Grajeda 
Computer Science, B.S. 
Gracias a Dios, amigos, y mi familia. I am grateful for the memories and experience 
that pushed me to be who I am today.

Jocelin Gonzalez-Amezquita 
Communication, B.A.  
Quiero agradecer primeramente a Dios, que siempre está conmigo. Gracias a mis 
padres, quienes dejaron todo atrás para darme una vida llena de oportunidades. 
Gracias por sus sacrificios y la fortaleza con la que me enseñaron a nunca rendirme. 
Este logro también es de ustedes y seguimos con las ganas de salir adelante. Sí se 
pudo!

Alexandra Margarita Grosso 
Sociology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mom, dad, mama, papa, brother, sister, Nina, Nino, primas , 
tias and tíos and my boyfriend Alfonso! Than you for always being great support and 
for pushing me to obtain my goals! I love you!

Jazmine Guadalupe Gonzalez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Gracias a las personas que me apoyaron durante mi tiempo en la universidad de Cal 
State Los Angeles. Fue un comino muy diffcul pero lo logré porque nunca me rendí. 
Quiero darle gracias a Dios por guiarme en el camino. Mi experiencia en Cal State LA 
fue increíble y inolvidable.

Hector Gonzalez 
Sociology, B.A. 
I give thanks to my wife and our baby boy, whose love and patience carried me through 
every challenge. I honor my parents, my late mother and my father, whose sacrifices 
shaped my path and whose strength I carry with me. ¡Sí se pudo! This degree is a 
promise fulfilled and a legacy continued. I am grateful for my family. This achievement 
is ours, marking the beginning of a better future for my family.

Stephanie Gonzalez 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia y a Dios por guiarme en cada desafío y celebrar cada 
victoria. Como graduada de primera generación, este logro representa sacrificio, 
perseverancia y los sueños de quienes vinieron antes que yo. Su amor y apoyo me 
dieron fuerza cuando el camino parecía imposible. Este logro pertenece a mis raíces 
mexicanas y a las generaciones anteriores que soñaron con oportunidades que nunca 
tuvieron. Siempre. ¡Gracias, mamá y papá! ¡Sí se pudo!

Edward Gonzalez 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Gracias a mi familia y amigos Por su apoyo durante todo mi tiempo en Cal State LA. 
Estoy agradecido por las memorias que yo he hecho con mis amigos.
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Richard Gutierrez 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Primero,quiero agradecerles a mis papás,que sacrificaron todo para darme la 
oportunidad de tenerlo todo.Los amo muchísimo y no estaría aquí sin ustedes. A mi 
familia,que siempre me apoyó,gracias por estar conmigo en cada paso.Los amo.A mi 
grupo que encontré en el camino, les agradezco por empujarme a ser mejor cada día.
Los quiero mucho.Y gracias a mi Padre Dios,porque cuando yo te pedía de todo para 
disfrutar la vida,tú decidiste darme vida para disfrutar de todo.

Yadhira Elizabeth Gutierrez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
I want to thank my professors who have shown me that education is not grounded in 
the classroom, but a life-long commitment to better ourselves and the world around 
us. Additionally, I would like to thank my family for their constant support in navigating 
college as a first-gen student. If not for their dedication and sacrifice, I would not be 
here today. From the bottom of my heart, thank you, thank you, thank you.

Elizabeth Gutierrez 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents for coming to the United States and working hard, 
giving me this opportunity to further my education. With the support of my friends and 
family I would not have been able to accomplish my goals that I am now achieving . I 
am also grateful to have met amazing people while attending this school.

Joselyn Marlenne Gutierrez 
Microbiology, B.S. 
I want to express my thanks to my family for their constant commitment and support, 
as well as to my Cal State LA professors for encouraging me to grow both personally 
and academically.   I am grateful for the events and friendships that shaped my path 
and strengthened my resolve to continue helping people.

Enrique Antonio Guardado-Mendez 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Agradezco a todas las personas que han formado parte de mi proceso, a quienes ya no están 
y a quienes siguen conmigo. Emigré sin saber qué sería de mi vida, y hoy me convierto en un 
graduado universitario, con orgullo, representando a El Salvador y agradecido con Estados 
Unidos. Gracias a mi familia por su amor/ apoyo incondicional. Y gracias a mí mismo por no 
rendirme. Porque todo lo puedo en Cristo que me fortalece.

Alondra Vanessa Guerra 
Psychology, B.A. 
Rehabilitation Services  
I would like to thank my mom, dad, and grandparents for pushing me to continue my 
degree. I owe this degree to you.  I would like to thank my fiancée for showing me love 
and support these last 5 years. To my younger sisters, Penelope and Luna, I love you 
more than anything in this world. If your big sister can do it, you can do it too.

Hazel Victoria Gudino 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Management  
I had thought of this accomplishment to be out of my reach, it's now in my hands. All 
I had to do was try, and try again when I failed, and try even harder when I wanted to 
give up. I am so proud, I finished. Thank to my friends, family and social workers who 
been supporting me. This accomplishment would mean nothing if I couldn’t share it 
with my people. I love you <3

Kevin Guerrero Garcia 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Human Resources Management  
Gracias a mis padres y mi hermana por todo su apoyo. Los quiero mucho
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Nathan Thomas Hernandez 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
This represents more than graduation. It honors culture, family, and perseverance. 
As a first-generation student and a member of the Latino community, this celebration 
recognizes the sacrifices made by my family and ancestors that made my education 
possible. Participating in the Nuestra Grad allows me to celebrate my achievement in a 
space that values my identity, language, and heritage, while sharing this milestone with 
others who understand the journey and struggles behind earning a degree.

Rocio Michelle Hernandez 
Computer Science, B.S. 
Biomedical Engineering (BME) 
Thank you to my family and friends. A mi tía, Yolanda Hernández por tener la valentía 
de dejar su país para luchar proveer un mejor futuro para su familia. A mi mami Nanci 
Hernandez quien también se unió a esta lucha con mi tía, y demostrar lo bonito que 
es ser una hermana. My brother Boris, my father Edgar, and my roomate Nala. To my 
chosen family Alicia, Helen and Javi!

Michelle Hernandez 
Biology, B.S. 
Thank you for my family and friends supporting me along this path and being there 
for me during the good and bad. Gracias a mi madre que siempre quiso lo mejor para 
mí y ensenarme que ser una persona fuerte y independiente que siempre sera mi 
inspiración.

Luis Felipe Hernandez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Entrepreneurship 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies  
I want to thank God and my family for their unconditional love and support throughout 
my education; I would not be here without them. This journey was filled with challenges 
that tested my strength, patience, and perseverance, but each obstacle shaped who I 
am today. I'm deeply grateful for the mentors, friends, and College Corps community 
that defined my time here. This milestone represents growth, resilience, service, and 
new beginnings. Esto es solo el comienzo.

Angel Yovany Gutierrez-Mariscal 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Thank you, Mom. Go Steelers!

Jessica Guadalupe Haro 
Psychology, B.A. 
Les quiero dar las gracias a Dios y a mis padres por sus sacrificios por darme la 
oportunidad y el apoyo de seguir mis estudios. Y por el apoyo de mis amistades y gente 
cercana. Sin ellos no tuviera la motivación para seguir adelante. Me puse las pilas para 
echar adelante el sueño de darles una mejor vida a mi familia porque ellos me dieron 
todo lo posible para que llegara yo en este momento.

Alexa Samantha Guzman 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Business Pre-legal  
Me gustaría agradecer an mis padres y a mi familia por su infinito amor, sacrificios y 
apoyo en mi viaje en Cal State LA. Gracias an mis amigos y profesores que creyeron en 
mí, incluso cuando las cosas se sentían abrumadoras. Cada desafío me enseñó algo, y 
cada éxito me recordó por qué empecé. Estoy agradecida por los recuerdos que hice y 
las personas que conocí. Es solo el comienzo de mi camino.

Danellie Eileen Hernandez 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my friends and family, quienes 
siempre me apoyaron, whose encouragement inspired me to continue my 
education and pursue this journey. Their support carried me through moments 
of doubt and reminded me of my strength. This accomplishment is for those who 
stood by me every step of the way, y más importante, for my beautiful daughter, 
my pride, my joy, and my reason to keep going.
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Ruth Anai Herrera 
Political Science, B.A. 
Criminal Justice 
As I reflect on the last four years at Cal State LA, I'm reminded of all the people who 
have made it possible for me to be here. My loved ones have given me the strength and 
encouragement to keep moving forward. There are no words to describe the immense 
gratitude I feel for this privilege. Although I am anxious about what awaits me, I'm 
overflowing with excitement, too!

Christy Huerta 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Le agradezco a Dios, a mi mamá y a mi familia de amor que me llenaron de fuerzas y 
motivación para poder alcanzar esta meta de mi carrera. Gracias a mis amigas por los 
bonitos recuerdos que siempre llevaré conmigo. Siempre llena de fe, luz y alegría todo 
es posible. Gracias mami por la disciplina, valentía y amor que me enseñaste. ¡Te amo! 
¡A seguir con nuestros sueños y a lograrlo!

Billy Bikeysi Huerta 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Psychology 
This has been a very interesting and long journey that I would like to thank my family 
especially my parents for always being there for me when I most needed them. They 
have also motivated me to keep reaching for greater heights and to persevere during 
hardships. This is the end of a journey but it’s also a start for a new one that will define 
who I will become in society.

Crystal Shannel Huff 
Child Development, B.A. 
Hijo, ¡esto es para ti! 
A mi familia y amigos, gracias a todos por el amor y el apoyo que me han brindado en 
este camino. 
Y lo más importante, gracias a Dios.

Shirley Esmeralda Hernández 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Marketing 
Quiero agradecerles a mis padres por su apoyo, sacrificio y amor. Benji, you are el 
motorcito de mamá. Without you, I wouldn’t even have dreamt this was possible. Jerry, 
thank you for always believing in me. My chosen family, the T’s, I wouldn’t be half the 
woman I am today without you. Edward, your love and support have meant the world to 
me. ¡ Este logro no es solo mío, sino de todos!

Britany Vianey Hernandez Velaquez 
Political Science, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies Psychology 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia y amigos especialmente a mi papá y mamá por sus 
sacrificios .Y a mi novio por su apoyo, thank you Emiliano for always believing in me. 
Gracias Saúl Hernandez y Vanesa Velázquez esto es para ustedes los amo mucho. Si se 
puede!

Valery Hernandez Alexander 
Psychology, B.A. 
Art 
I’m incredibly grateful to my family for always being there for me. I would also like to 
thank my cats for being my comfort through it all. To my best friends, thank you for the 
late-night calls and laughter, especially the friendships I made at Cal State LA. Lastly, 
a special thank you to my partner for the love and unwavering support that guided me 
on my path to success.

Mariela Guadalupe Hernandez Zambrano 
Sociology, B.A. 
Child Development 
Para mis padres y mis amigos que se convirtieron en familia. Este logro se los dedico 
porque sin ustedes no seria posible estar aqui. I love you guys.
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Cynthia Jacobo-Blanco 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Bilingual Authorization 
Me encantaria agradecerles ah mi familia por el apoyo que me brindaron durante mi 
carrera educativa. Sin ellos no estuviera aqui. This also go to the future kids who I hope 
to inspire into persuading higher education through my teaching. Si se puede.

Sindy Danitza Juarez 
Child Development, B.A. 
Wow… God, I made it. Thank You for never leaving me and always giving me strength. 
To my husband, thank you for believing in me and helping me through everything 
To my babies, Keily and Evan, I love you with my soul, You are my inspiration. Conquer 
your Dreams, There's no limit. 
Mom, thank you for your sacrifices.  
Abuelita, gracias por enseñarme perseverancia. 
To my younger me: you did it. Now go get that master’s

Carolina Jimenez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Child Development  
To my family, thank you for your love and support!

Lilia Mirna Juarez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Marketing 
Management  Business Management  
I would like to thank everyone in my life who believed in me throughout this journey. 
Un agradecimiento muy especial a mi familia, especialmente a mis padres, por su amor 
incondicional, sus sacrificios y por nunca dejar de creer en mí. Este logro también es de 
ustedes. Cal State LA shaped me into a stronger and more confident person, and the 
experiences and community here will forever inspire me to keep chasing my dreams.

Ashley Hurtado 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Management 
Real Estate 
Gracias a Dios y a mi familia por ayudarme a cumplir mis sueños. Estos cuatro años 
fueron difíciles, pero llenos de crecimiento y de autodescubrimiento, de aprender 
quién soy y quiero ser. Estoy agradecida de tenerlos a mi lado y espero que me sigan 
apoyando. Los amo, mamá, papá, Natalie, Crystal, Aiden, Ziah y Efren. Prometo seguir 
esforzándome por mi futuro. Deseo que Aiden, Ziah y mis futuros hijos también sigan 
mis pasos.¡Viva México Cabrones!

Kimberly Marines Itzel 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, M.A. 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies  
I want to Thank God, all my family members who supported me and my dear friend 
Oscar who helped me as wel

Rosario De Jesus Ibarra 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family for their loving support. Es un orgullo representar 
a mi familia con esta maravillosa meta. Mi bello Angeles que están en el cielo esto 
es para ustedes también.

Leslie Melanie Jacinto-Gutiérrez 
Biology, B.S. 
Quiero dar las gracias a mis padres, que hicieron todo lo posible por mí. También quiero 
agradecer a mi familia, por el apoyo y la motivación que me brindaron cuando más lo 
necesitaba. Este logro no habría sido posible sin ustedes. Gracias!
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Oscar Fabian Leon Rubio 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A.  
Mesoamerican Studies 
Gracias a mi Padres por todos su sacrificio y apoyo para mi educación. Y este título es 
para ustedes. Te amo con todo mi corazón.

Jenifer Concepcion Lezama 
Psychology, B.A. 
Me gustaría agradecerle an mis padres por todo el apoyo que me brindaron durante mi 
camino en Cal State La. Este logro no es solo mío, si no también de mi familia y seguiré 
esforzándome para lograr mucho más por nosotros.

Alejandra Leyva 
Social Work, B.A. 
Child Maltreatment and Family Violence 
Quiero agradecer de todo corazón a mi mamá, una mujer fuerte y trabajadora. Estoy 
aquí gracias a todos los sacrificios que hizo por mí y por nunca rendirse. Gracias por 
enseñarme a luchar y creer en mis sueños. También agradezco a mi tío, quien asumió 
el papel de padre y me brindó apoyo y guía. Y a mi hermana, mi mayor ejemplo e 
inspiración. Este logro es de ustedes tanto como mío.

America Aileen Lopez Lara 
Psychology, B.A. 
Thank you to my family and to God for being by my side through every step of this 
journey. Their love, guidance, and support brought me here today. I’m deeply grateful 
for the lessons learned, the challenges overcome, and I can’t wait to see what the next 
chapter of my life will bring!

Miguel Angel Landaverde Cruz 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Human Resources Management 
I would like to thank my friends and my family for always supporting me. Without them 
none of this would be possible.

Melissa Marcy Ledesma 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Psychology  Veteran Services 
I give thanks to God for carrying me through every challenge and moment of doubt 
during this journey. As a first-generation college graduate, this accomplishment 
represents perseverance, growth, faith, and the breaking of generational cycles. I 
thank my children for their patience and understanding during the many moments I 
was busy pursuing this goal. I hope my journey shows my children and grandchildren 
that no matter the obstacles, keep going and rise above circumstances.

Rossana Vanessa Landeros 
Child Development, B.A. 
Thank god for giving me the strength in never giving up on myself. I want to dedicate 
this degree to my loved ones who supported me through out my journey. And lastly, 
nothing in life is impossible you just have to believe in yourself.

Kimberly Darlene Leon Mayorga 
Spanish, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
Quiero darles las gracias a mis padres por apoyarme e inspirarme a seguir adelante. 
Gracias a mis hermanitos por ser una fuente de inspiración y motivación en mi vida. 
Sin mi familia y mis amistades, no hubiera llegado hasta el final. Nunca olvidaré todo el 
amor y el apoyo que recibí a lo largo de este camino. ¡¡LOS AMO MUCHO!!
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Karime Luna de la Torre 
Psychology, B.A. 
Today I would like to thank my biggest supporters that have gotten me to where I am. 
Thank you to my friends and my family, because without them I would not be standing 
here today. And may we continue to be stronger together, and be the examples for 
Latino generations to come.

Maria Machado Guzman 
Social Work, B.A. 
Nunca fue suerte,Siempre fue Dios.

Rocio Adaly Luna Perez 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
I would like to thank my son, my sister, my parents, family, and mentors. Who have 
help me get here today. Gracias a mi hijo, hermana, madre y padre, familia y mentores. 
Estoy aquí hoy gracias a ustedes. Lo logramos con resiliencia. Gracias a Dios y 
ancestros, mis ángeles en el cielo. Los Amo. Mujer de Palabra. R.L.

Aylin Rubi Macias-Fernandez 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
I would like to thank every single person in my life who has helped me and supported 
me in this journey. I want to thank my boyfriend, my mom and dad, my two brothers, 
my sister-in-law (Karla), my cousin (Kimmy), and my tia Maricela. Without you guy I 
wouldn't be here today, so thank you! Gracias a todos los que me han apoyado. Espero 
que estén orgullosos de mí y no los decepcionaré.

Citlalli Yazmin Lopez Noriega 
Child Development, B.A. 
Este ha sido un largo camino, pero ha valido la pena. Quiero agradecer a mis padres por 
todo su sacrificio y ayuda. ¡Y por fin me puso las pilas!

Jenny Lucas 
Political Science, B.A. 
Sociology  
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por este momento en mi vida. El momento en que 
arriesgaron sus vidas cruzando la frontera fue precisamente cuando supieron que 
yo tendría una vida llena de educación y oportunidad. Ser una latina de primera 
generación me ha leccionado valiosamente y fortalecido como persona. Gracias a todos 
los que me siguen apoyando. Siendo de aquí y de allá, llevaré con orgullo mis raíces 
mexicanas y estadounidenses a dondequiera que vaya.

Ana Lucrecia Lopez-Ramirez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Quiero darle las gracias a mi familia por siempre apoyarme en todas mis metas. Sin su 
apoyo no lo hubiera podido lograr.

Leslie Luna 
Art, B.A. 
I would like to thank my loved ones for being by my side while in school, 
I would be lost without them!
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Crystal Mancia 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to thank my grandmother for her support and encouragement throughout 
this long journey and hardships. My grandmother took a chance and left Mexico to look 
for greater opportunities. If it weren't for my grandmother I would not be here today. 
She made a lot of sacrafices so I could be standing here today. This accomplishment is 
for Nana. Te Quiero! Y que viva Mexico!!!

Lisbeth Nicole Marron-Romero 
Sociology, B.A. 
But my ultimate inspiration comes from my best friend, the dazzling woman from 
whom I received my name and my life’s blood, Lilibeth Romero. My mother’ always 
told me “if there is a will, there is a way”, these words of encouragement carried 
me towards graduation. Gracias an mis abuelos por todo el esfuerzo y el sacrificio 
que hicieron al venir a este país en busca de una vida mejor para su familia. 
#firstgeneration

Estephanie Guadalupe Mariscal Perez 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Gracias a mis padres por su amor incondicional y su paciencia. A mi familia y amistades 
que me apoyaron en los momentos más difíciles en los que yo deje de creer en mi 
misma. Gracias por caminar conmigo cuando el camino se sentía pesado. 
Y a mi angelito, mi sobrino, que ya no está físicamente conmigo pero vive siempre en 
mi corazón: esto es por ti. Te amo y te extraño todos los días.

Melanie Alexandra Marrujo 
Psychology, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer de todo mi corazón a mi mamá, hermanas, novio y abuelos 
por su amor infinito, sus sacrificios y por no dejar nunca de creer en mí. Como 
estudiante de primera generación, llegar hasta aquí significa mucho y representa 
el privilegio de acceder a la educación superior. Gracias también a mi familia, mis 
amistades, mis profesores y mis mentores, quienes me acompañaron y apoyaron 
en cada paso de este camino. Con amor, Melanie.

Stephanie Madrigal 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family for supporting me on this journey to complete my 
degree. Ed for taking me to school when I needed it, and Z for all your amazing 
help. I would especially like to thank my boyfriend for always putting up with 
me and helping me when I needed it. This degree would not have been possible 
without you all. To my Ma Chayo, this is for you.

Oscar Maldonado 
Television, Film, and Media Studies, B.A. 
I want to thank my family for pushing me to keep going in my education journey and 
I want to thank my friends for always being there for me. I would not be where I am 
without these people inspiring me to keep going. I am grateful for the friends I have 
made here and the professors that made learning here fun.

Alma Rocio Magallanes 
Sociology, B.A. 
A mis padres, les agradezco todo lo que han hecho para ayudarme a llegar donde 
estoy ahora. I would like to thank those that encouraged me to go back to school and 
complete my education. I am grateful to those who supported me and are just as 
proud of me as I am of myself. In the words of Frida Kahlo, “Al final del día, podemos 
aguantar mucho más de lo que pensamos que podemos”.

Isai Maldonado-Guzman 
Nutritional Science, B.S. 
I would like to thank God, my family, and friends for supporting me through this academic 
journey. Thank you, Mom and Dad, for always being there for me. Los quiero mucho.

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026



SPRING 2026 SPRING 2026

Itzel Martinez Perez 
Public Health, B.S. 
Quiero agradecerle a mis padres por todo el apoyo que me brindaron estos cuatro años 
en la universidad, gracias a ellos pude cumplir otro sueño más.

Luis Fernando Medina 
Computer Information Systems, B.S. 
In 2014, I graduated with an associate's degree in computer information systems. As 
time passed by, I knew it wouldn't land me a better job. The part-time job I had for 9 
years would not land me a better position. I want to shout out my family, specifically 
my siblings, Francisco and Mayra, for convincing me to go back to school, and I will 
proudly be the 1st in my family with a bachelor's degree.

Alexandra McColl 
Psychology, B.A. 
Desde que me lembro, sempre soube que me formaria na faculdade por causa dos 
sacrifícios que meus pais fizeram por mim. Eu não teria conseguido sem eles.

David Medina 
Applied Science, B.S. 
Operations and Supply Chain Management 
I would like to thank my wife, daughters, mamá, papá, familia, and amigos for their 
endless amor, mamá's oraciones, and sacrifices throughout this journey. I'm grateful to 
my Cal State LA profesores, counselors, and mentors for honoring my Mexican roots 
and creating spaces where mi cultura thrives. This logro celebrates the resilience of 
mis ancestros, from the fields of Nayarit to my dreams today. ¡Viva La Raza!

Jasmine Efigenia Martinez 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to say thank you to my family and friends that have supported me through 
this journey here at Cal State LA. I appreciate each and every one of you. I want to 
tell my son Jordan, that I love him very much and I want to thank him for being a part 
of this journey with me. Remember that anything is possible if you work hard. Si se 
puede! Gracias A todos!

Ingrid Rosalina Martinez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres y familia por siempre apoyarme, motivarme. También 
estoy muy agradecida con mis seres queridos, quienes siempre estuvieron ahí para 
animarme. Un agradecimiento especial a mi equipo de College Corps por su apoyo 
constante, trabajo en equipo y orientación durante todo este camino. Tener un sistema 
de apoyo tan fuerte hizo una gran diferencia y me ayudó a mantenerme enfocada y 
segura de mí misma.

Diana Nicole Martinez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Child Maltreatment and Family Violence 
Me gustaría agradecer a mi familia, especialmente a mis padres por todo su esfuerzo, 
apoyo y sus sacrificios que han hecho posible el que yo este parada aqui hoy. Lo logre!

Jennifer Martinez 
Nutritional Science, B.S. 
First and foremost I would like to give all the glory to God. My faith has been my 
foundation throughout my journey. Gracias a mis padres, me mostraron lo que significa 
el trabajo duro. Thank you to my family who has always believed in me  and my 
boyfriend Randdy. My sister Ana, I can’t thank you enough for being my rock through it 
all, I wouldn’t be here without you guys.
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Evan Santiago Mendez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
General Business 
I would like to thank my mom for pushing me and making sure I was on top of my 
studies. I hope to be joining her on stage.

Estefhany Jaqueline Mendez- Escorcia 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Psychology 
Le quiero dar gracias a mi familia y amigos por apoyarme y motivarme durante este 
proceso. Gracias a los profesores que me ayudaron también. Se acaba mi capítulo en 
Cal State LA y ahora vamos con lo que sigue.

Dulce Lourdes Mendez 
Biology, B.S. 
I'd like to thank my family and friends for all of their support! I'm incredibly grateful to 
my parents for everything they've done so that I can stand where I am today. To my 
friends, I'm glad that they were by my side for my entire academic journey. I'm also 
grateful to my little siblings, both of whom brought me the joy I needed to stay strong 
while accomplishing this big step in my life.

Emily Jasmine Mendoza 
Sociology, B.A. 
Applied Behavior Analysis 
This achievement is a testament to all of the support my family and friends have given 
me throughout this journey. Forever grateful to my mother who made everything 
possible for me to achieve this degree. My mentor Dr. Giarrusso, who opened doors and 
guided me through her wisdom and kindness. My friends who gave me comfort and 
reassurance, that this is worth it! This achievement was made possible with all that 
love and support.

Madeline Medina 
Microbiology, B.S. 
I dedicate this milestone to my family, whose sacrifices, strength, and unwavering 
belief in me shaped who I am today. As a proud Latina, my culture taught me the 
importance of resilience, community, and uplifting others. Inspired by my family’s 
experiences and challenges, I am committed to pursuing healthcare to serve and 
advocate for underserved communities. This achievement reflects their love, my 
heritage, and my lifelong mission to help others through compassion, service, and care.

Vanessa Guadalupe Mejia 
Sociology, B.A.Child Development 
I would like to thank my mother for the love, help and constant supported throughout 
this journey. I am especially grateful to my children, who have been my biggest 
motivation and the reason I kept going, even during difficult moments. This journey at 
Cal State LA has not been easy, but never impossible. I reach this goal and for that I am 
truly grateful.

Ana Ivonne Mejia 
Art, B.A. 
Psychology  
Me gustaria agradecer a mis hijos por el gran apoyo que me dieron durante el 
transcurso de mi carrera y por los sacrificios que hicieron conmigo para que yo 
completara esta meta. Los quiero con todo mi corazon!

Berta Nidia Mendez 
Sociology, B.A. 
I am here today because of the love and support from my husband and children. It 
is because of them that I have the strengthen ,patience, and endurance to continue 
my journey with obtaining my degree in a field I am passionate about. Becoming first 
generation college graduate is honoring the memory of my dear mother that scarified 
leaving her home land so one day I could have the opportunity at the American dream.
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Miguel Montes 
Public Health, B.S. 
A mis padres y hermanos: gracias por siempre estar allí para mí. Este título es tan mío 
como de ustedes. Gracias por apoyarme incondicionalmente y, sobre todo, por dejarme 
ser yo mismo en cada paso de este camino. Sus sacrificios y su fe en mí me dieron la 
libertad de alcanzar mis sueños. Los amo profundamente y este éxito es un tributo a la 
familia que somos. ¡Lo logramos!

Karina Elisbeth Mora 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia por estar siempre conmigo, por su amor y por motivarme 
a no rendirme cuando el camino se volvió difícil. Gracias por creer en mí. También quiero 
agradecer a mi pareja por acompañarme en los momentos en que quería darme por vencida 
y por su apoyo constante. Hoy me siento muy agradecida de estar aquí y orgullosa de ser la 
primera generación en mi familia en lograr este sueño. Muchas gracias.

Vanessa Montiel 
Communication, B.A. 
Today, I am proud of myself in a way I haven't felt in a long time. After decades of being 
away from a university, I can finally shout I am done! While balancing fulltime work and 
taking care of my 2 teenagers has been a challenging journey worth accomplishing.

Mariana Ximena Mora 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I would like to thank my grandma and dad for encouraging me throughout  
my journey at Cal State LA.

Mariana Mendoza De La Cruz 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
I want to thank my three generational family for always believing in me. My parents 
for their encouragement, my husband for his continuous support, and my children 
for their confidence that I will accomplish my dreams. Casi me di por vencida pero, I 
remembered who was watching. Y ahora, para adelante!

Krupskaia Molina 
Communication, B.A. 
Thank you to my family for always pushing me to pursue my degree. As a first-
generation college student, quiero darle gracias a mi familia por siempre estar a mi 
lado y por darme este privilegio y este lujo de poder lograr mis sueños. Gracias a ti, 
Nathan, por darme la motivación de regresar a mis estudios, y especialmente muchas 
gracias a Dios por darme las fuerzas para seguir adelante. Lo mejor está por empezar.

Angela Maria Mendoza-Serrano 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Me gustaría agradecer a mi familia por siempre apoyarme . También a los que se 
tuvieron que ir y me dejaron con sus enseñanzas de la vida.

Precious Angie Monterrosa 
Psychology, B.A. 
A mi familia, gracias por apoyarme durante todo este camino. Estoy muy agradecido 
por todo lo que han hecho por mí. Los quiero mucho.
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Nayeli Murguia-Zamora 
Psychology, B.A. 
Me gustaría darle las gracias a mis papás que llegaron con nada y nos dieron todo que 
ellos no tuvieron. También an mis amigas, mis hermanas y mi novio quienes también 
me apoyaron. Y Espero que mi esfuerzo haga una diferencia para mis sobrinos que 
sepan que todo es posible!

Rosario Nicolas-Benitez 
Social Work, B.A. 
With out my children and family this could not have been possible. All the sacrifices I 
had to go through was to set an example for my children. Now let’s head to the next 
hurdle.

Evelyn Naranjo 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Dedico este logro a mis padres, por su apoyo y amor incondicional. No fuera 
posible sin sus sacrificios, los amo!

Crystal Isabel Nunez-Reyes 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I would like to thank my parents, but especially my mom. As someone with a learning 
disability, my mom pushed against all of our family's protests, and without her, I 
wouldn't be who I am today. Both my parents and sisters have pushed me to want 
more, and as the oldest daughter, I am happy I can be a great example to them as well. 
I love you guys to the moon and back.

Giselle Morales 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Quiero agradecer a todos los que me acompañaron en este viaje y a mi mamá por siempre 
estar ahí para mí. Espero haberte hecho sentir orgulloso, tío. ¡Dios siempre es bueno!

Abigail Mota 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
I would like to thank my three boys for being my greatest motivation and strength. 
Every late night and early morning was for them. I am also deeply grateful to my family 
and friends who supported me while I balanced school, work, and motherhood. This 
degree represents resilience, sacrifice, and growth. I am proud of how far I’ve come 
and thankful for everyone who believed in me. This is just the beginning.

Marilou Morales 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres y a mi pareja por su apoyo incondicional. Por su apoyo 
constante, tanto emocional como espiritual y mental. Este camino habría sido muy 
difícil de recorrer sin ustedes.

Keani Moya 
Civil Engineering, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family and fr iends for their suppor t and 
encouragement throughout my long journey at Cal State LA. I would have 
never got ten the will to push through and achieve my goals of achieving 
my Bachelor ’s degree. I’ve only just begun my life and there still much to 
achieve, as an old saying: “He who does more is of greater wor th”
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Samantha Sonia Olaguez 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Psychology  
This would not have been possible without the sacrifices and love from both my 
parents. All my success are due to their never ending support and love. I owe 
everything to them! I would love to thank my parents, sisters, boyfriend and friends for 
all their love and support. Lastly, I am grateful for all the amazing people I met at Cal 
state LA especially my sisters in Dphie! I love you all!

Cynthia E Orantes 
Liberal Studies, B.A. 
I thank God for his guidance, grace, and strength throughout this journey. I am grateful 
to my mom for her endless sacrifices, my sister for her unwavering love, and my 
boyfriend for standing by me through every late night and doubt. My time at Cal State 
LA has been transformative, filled with inspiring professors,  friendships, and lessons 
that shaped both my education and my heart. I will forever carry this chapter with 
pride and gratitude.

Hanna Luz Oquendo-Amaya 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
First, I give all the glory to my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. I would like to thank 
my village that brought me through these past 4 years. For every prayer, word of 
encouragement, and push to continue. Most importantly, I dedicate this degree to my 
mom. This isn’t just my accomplishment but it is yours, I love you momma. Esto es para 
todos los latinos, por los sacrificios de nuestros padres.

Damaris Sharlot Ordonez Barahona 
Psychology, B.A.  
Muchas gracias a mi familia por su apoyo y siempre creer en mí. Después de tantos 
años de pensar que no podía hacerlo aquí estoy. Estoy agradecida con las memorias 
que tengo y las amistades que hace en Cal State LA

Maria Luisa Ocampo 
Nursing, B.S. 
I could not have accomplished my goals of getting my nursing degree here at  
Cal State LA without the amazing support of my friends and family. I do not take my 
degree for granted. All the late study sessions, care plans, proctored exams, and hard 
work I put into getting me where I am finally pays off today. I am nervous but excited 
to see where this journey leads me!

Kaitlyn Cloud Ochoa 
Natural Science, B.S. 
I would like to thank my family for helping me achieve my dreams, I wouldn’t be here 
without you all. You have shaped me to the person I am today and I will forever be 
grateful for all the love you have given me throughout my academic journey. I am 
blessed to have made many friends and memories here. I can’t wait to see what my 
future has in store for me!

Jasmine Isabel Ocampo Pena 
Child Development, B.A. 
To my parents, thank you for your endless love, sacrifices, and belief in me. Your 
guidance and support made this possible. To my sisters, always believe in yourselves. 
Thank you to my loved ones for always being there for me. I love you all!

Nancy Ochoa Orozco 
Nutritional Science, B.S. 
Me gustaría agradecer a mi familia y a mi pareja por su amor y apoyo constante durante 
mi camino académico. Estoy muy agradecida por el crecimiento y las experiencias que me 
formaron, y emocionada por llevar todo lo aprendido a la siguiente etapa.
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Jocelyn Rebeca Oxlaj Vicente 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Me gustaría expresar mi sincera gratitud a mi familia y a mis amigos por su apoyo 
inquebrantable a lo largo de mi educación y por animarme a perseverar y a no rendirme 
nunca. Estoy especialmente agradecida con mis padres por su guía, sus sacrificios y su 
apoyo constante, que me han ayudado a alcanzar mis metas. Gracias

Karen Benita Pacheco-Ibarra 
Psychology, B.A. 
Para mis padres que siempre me han apoyado y amado a través de este viaje, para mi 
hermana, mi mejor amiga que amo con todo mi corazón, con su amor y bromas puedo 
hacer cualquier cosa, y para mis amigas y maestras su constante amor y apoyo nunca 
pasarán desapercibidos. No habría logrado todas mis metas sin mi sistema de apoyo, 
no puedo esperar a ver qué me espera en el futuro.

Jaqueline Pacheco Aguilera 
Child Development, B.A. 
Thank you to my family and friends who have always supported me. I am grateful for the 
memories made throughout the journey of becoming a first-generation graduate. Todo lo que 
soy y todo lo que he logrado es gracias a mi familia. Gracias por creer en mí.

Montserrat Partida 
Communicative Disorders, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por su apoyo incondicional. Este título no es solo mío, 
sino también de ustedes. Gracias por todos los sacrificios que han hecho. To my 
brother, thank you for constantly reminding that no matter how rough, just don’t give 
up. I love you so much and you’ll always be my role model.

Ashley Tiffany Orosco 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Mama te agradezco mucho por todo el esfuerzo, los sacrificios, y el tiempo que 
invertiste en mi para que lleguemos aquí en este momento. Pa, gracias por ser el pilar 
en nuestras vidas, por trabajar día y noche para que nuestra familia sobresalga. No 
podría estar aquí sin el apoyo de los dos. Espero que sepan que este día es en honor a 
ustedes. Soy orgullosa de ser un Orosco!

Luz De-Lourdes Ortiz 
Psychology, B.A. 
This degree is a tribute to my ancestors, whose strength and resilience paved the way 
for the path I walk today; I am your wildest dreams realized. To my children, this shows 
you that it is never too late to pursue your dreams and that our potential is limitless. To 
my family and friends, who held me up when the journey felt long, thank you. "A BA in 
Psychology from Cal State LA-done!!

Kiara Ortega 
Nursing, B.S. 
Spanish 
Hoy, les doy las gracias a mis queridos padres por su apoyo y amor infinito. Les 
agradezco todos sus sacrificios y por acompañarme siempre en mis momentos más 
difíciles de este camino académico. Estos logros son míos y de ustedes. Los amo con 
todo mi corazón y le doy gracias a Dios por bendecirme con dos padres increíbles.

Elizabeth Ortiz Rico 
Nursing, B.S. 
I would like to thank my partner for his constant support, motivation, and 
encouragement throughout my journey at Cal State LA. I am deeply grateful to my 
parents and family for teaching me resilience and discipline. I honor the little love 
of my life in heaven, whose memory gives me strength every day. Thank you to my 
friends, community, and Cal State LA for their support and opportunities. Si se puede!
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Silvia Zugey Perez 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to thank my partner and children for understanding that there were times 
I could not be with them not because I didn’t want to but because I had to study. It has 
not been an easy ride but Masters Program here I come!

Alondra Torres Perez 
Computer Science, B.S. 
Le quiero dar las gracias a mis padres por todos sus sacrificios y por darme una vida 
en la que estas oportunidades son posibles. También quiero agradecer a mis hermanos 
y hermana por su amor incondicional y el apoyo que ha sentido todo mi vida . Soy 
el resultado de todos los que me precedieron Y les agradezco a todos que me han 
ayudado ser quien soy!

Viviana Perez 
Biology, B.S. 
I would like to thank my parents family and closed friends for all the support and love 
they have given me throughout these past years. Es un logro que hice por mi pero 
100% dedicado a mi papá y mamá. Siempre me an dado lo mejor y es justo, dedicarlo 
a ustedes. A big thank you to both my friends that I met, Daisy and Karen who also 
helped and motivated me these years. TQM

Wendy Elizabeth Perla-Castaneda 
Political Science, B.A. 
Gracias mama, for your love and support in helping me get an education. I wouldn’t be 
crossing the stage if it weren’t for all your sacrifices and words of encouragement that 
you pour into me.

Celia Regina Pena 
Sociology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mother, Loly, my daughter, Kayla, and my mentor, Dr. Kahla, as 
well as everyone in my life who made it possible for me to accomplish this goal. I look 
forward to continuing my educational 

Eder Perdomo Hernandez 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for their unconditional love, sacrifices, and belief 
in me, even during moments of doubt. Their strength carried me through every 
challenge. I am grateful to my professors, mentors, and friends at Cal State LA saw 
my potential. As a future clinical psychologist, I am proud to join the seven percent of 
Latino psychologists, carrying my community with me, breaking barriers, and creating 
representation for those who deserve.

Lynette Odette Pena 
Communication, B.A. 
Marketing 
I would like to thank my family and the friends I have made along the way, whose 
love and guidance shaped the person I am today. Their emotional support, patience, 
and honest career advice helped me grow through every challenge. My family made 
countless sacrifices and always placed my education first, even when it was not easy. 
This milestone belongs to them as much as it does to me.

Lissette Yajaira Perea 
Communication, B.A. 
I want to thank my family for their endless support and love throughout my journey 
here at Cal State LA. Without their support I wouldn’t be able to be standing here and 
to all my friends for their love and support throughout my journey. Lastly, to my family 
members who are not able to here today….this one is for you.
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Emily Jasmine Plata 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Business Management  
I want to thank my family, friends, mentors, and God for making this moment possible. 
Thank you for your support, love, patience, and, most of all, for believing in me. Thank 
you for giving me the strength and courage to pursue this dream and career and to 
make it a reality. Having the people I love here today and those who are no longer here 
but in spirit, Los quiero mucho!!!

Joseph E. Ponce-Gomez 
Accounting, M.S. 
I would like to thank my parents and sisters for their love, patience, and support during 
my years at Cal State LA. Thank you to my family and friends for motivating me when 
I needed it the most. I am grateful for the opportunities, the lessons, and the people I 
met here. I will always appreciate the memories I made here, and I am excited for the 
next chapter.

Rosa Maria Ponce 
Sociology, B.A. 
Agradezco a mis padres por darme la vida y aunque no estén presentes en este 
momento, su sacrificio en esta vida me impulsaron a seguir adelante. A dios, por 
sostenerme en los momentos más difíciles y permitirme completar este sueño después 
de diez años. A mis compañeros de trabajo que siempre me llenaron de apoyo. Por 
último todos aquellos que me an llenado con amor, apoyo, y cariño aunque no seamos 
familia de sangre. gracias!

Tatiana Elizabeth Poot-Cabrera 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Child Development  
After years of putting my dreams on hold to work and raise my three children, I 
returned to school with purpose and pride. While earning my bachelor’s degree 
in Chicano Studies, I balanced homework and exams with school events and 
activities. There were long days with late nights of studying. This journey reminds 
me that it is never too late to reclaim your goals, choose yourself, and show my 
children the power of determination.

Mariana G. Pina 
Child Development, B.A. 
I’d like to thank my friends, family and significant other for being here and encouraging 
me to continue on with my academics. Without them, I wouldn’t have been able to 
push past all the struggles I faced and strive to become the best I could be. It is 
because of them that I will be moving forth with my academics and proceed to greater 
accomplishments.

Leslie Paola Pineda 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mom and my family, and most importantly my boys, Jayden 
and Jaysen. Your love and support mean everything to me.

Lourdes Lopez                                     	   
Education for Social Change, M.A. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my husband and my son for their 
endless love, patience, and unwavering support throughout this journey. You have been 
my strength and motivation every step of the way. I am also truly grateful to my family 
and friends who encouraged me to keep going and never give up. This accomplishment 
would not have been possible without all of you.

Lesli Milagro Pineda 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
I truly appreciate my support system throughout my college journey. Gracias a mis 
padres por venir con nada y darme todo, por su amor, paciencia y sacrificios. Thank you 
to my siblings, my boyfriend, and my best friends for always being by my side, cheering 
me on, and believing in me. It’s only up from here!
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Karla Naomi Ramirez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Prelegal Studies Law and Society 
Thanks to my hardworking mother I am here. I want to acknowledge all the hard 
working woman in my life who have showed me that through hard work and resilience 
everything is possible. Te amo mami esto es para ti.

Alizé Ramirez 
Biology, B.S. 
To my parents and family, thank you for every sacrifice that allowed me to reach this 
moment. This journey wasn't always easy, but your love gave me the strength to push 
through every challenge. This degree is a testament to our shared resilience and hard 
work. Gracias por creer siempre en mí; este logro es de todos nosotros. I can't wait for 
the next chapter!

Lelin Nicole Ramirez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Primeramente quiero agradecerle a Dios por haberme permitido llegar a este día y 
hacer otro logro en mi vida quiero agradecerle ami esposo, hija, padres, hermanos, 
abuelita, Tías,Tío, primos, familia y amistades por creer en mi por motivarme y a mis 
ángeles del cielo que no dejaron que me rindiera agradecida con las amistades que hice 
en esta universidad y no crea que aquí paro voy por más

Dulce Ramirez Navarrete 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Quiero dar las gracias a mi familia, por apoyándome en todo, que me ha puesto en mi 
camino. Y a todos mis amigos que me han apoyado en todas mis clases en los últimos 
dos años. Pero además le quiero decir muchas gracias a mi mamá por nunca perder la 
confianza conmigo y apoyándome en todo lo que me ha puesto. Aunque sé que no fue 
fácil, pero lo logramos Mami. Esto es por ti.

Gamael Popoca 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A.  
Psychology  
I would like to thank my parents for their support and encouragement throughout my 
journey at Cal State LA. I will also like to thank my friends, professors, and College 
Corp staff for helping me grow and become an amazing scholar. Without everyone, I 
would not have accomplished many goals. I am grateful for all the wonderful memories, 
friends, and advice I will take on my next chapter in life.

Mellisa Quinonez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Philosophy General  
I would like to thank everyone who was there for me and believed in my potential, 
which were my sisters, foster parents, my friends, and my social workers. They saw 
something in me that at the time I didn’t see in myself, and because of that belief and 
encouragement I am accomplishing things that I didn’t think I could achieve. They have 
lifted me from the ground countless times, so this diploma is for them.

Loraine S Quesada 
Psychology, B.A. 
Queiro agradecer a mis padres y abuelos por su apoyo, orientacion y sacrificios que han 
hecho para ayudarme a llegar a donde estoy ahora. Tambien queiro a mis hermanas 
(lupita y mi buddy), mi pareja, y mi perro Pickles por su apoyo emocional. Esto no es 
solo para mi, sino para todos ustedes, Gracias.

Alvaro Antonio Ramirez 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Latin American Studies Mesoamerican Studies 
For my ancestors, my family, and my community this degree is ours. May the 
knowledge gained through Chicano, Mesoamerican, and Latin American Studies serve 
as a tool for empowerment, justice, and collective liberation.
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Gabriel Ian Reynoso 
Art, B.A. 
My journey began with my parents coming from far away lands, separated from 
destiny by borders and linguistic barriers. I've grown now to believe in a world without 
borders, a garden world, where wavering peoples exist together to reach mutual 
understanding and ancestral embrace. I will join my peers in building this garden world 
with the knowledge bestowed upon us by our teachers and our lives as students. Axios! 
Maa Kheru! ¡Soy justo! ¡Soy noble!

Maria Guadalupe Rios 
Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents and loved ones for their unlimited support through my 
journey at Cal State LA. Without them, I would not be here right now accomplishing 
this goal - graduating. So, thank you.

Lorely Rico 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Marketing 
Gracias a mi familia por todo su apoyo! I love you guys so much and I’m so thankful for 
your encouragement throughout my journey here at Cal State LA. For my mama, dad, 
Jessie, chaps & Steve! SE LOGRÓ!! #FIRSTGEN

Miranda Roxanna Rios 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
As a first generation college student I would like to thank my parents for their support 
and encouragement through my years I have been through my journey. Together we 
figured out how to apply to college, do FASFA, and many more without them I could not 
have made this graduation possible. I am grateful for the experience Cal State LA has 
given me in terms of both education and life experiences.

Miranda Ramirez-De La Cruz 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Este logro no habría sido posible sin mi familia, a quienes agradezco con todo amor. 
A mi Mami Chave, por enseñarnos la importancia de la educación como base para 
salir adelante. A mi mamá, por su ejemplo y todo su sacrificio. Y especialmente a mi 
hermana, quien fue un pilar fundamental en este proceso, guiándome y apoyándome en 
cada paso para navegar la universidad y en la vida. Este logro también es de ellas.

Christopher Disael Ramos Barrios 
Social Work, B.A. 
First of all, I would like to thank God for guiding me through life and this journey. I want 
to thank my parents for their support. Gracias, papi y mami. Gracias padre porque 
siempre me recordaste que soy alguien inteligente, que disfrute de cada momento y 
que no vaya con prisa en la vida. Gracias hermanos por su apoyo, por nunca dejarme 
solo. Thank you bebe. Esto es por mis sobrinos, sigan sus sueños. ILY

Karen Cecila Ramos 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to thank my grandmother for being my constant support and guiding 
light throughout my life. To my mother, thank you for helping care for my children 
while I pursued my education. To my children, you are my strength and my 
greatest motivation. Being first generation, I never understood the importance 
of using my voice and privilege for my family and my culture. Gracias familia por 
todo el esfuerzo y trabajo.

Dominique Reyes-Venegas 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia y amigos por su apoyo incondicional a lo largo de mi 
trayectoria académica. Su aliento y confianza en mí son la razón por la que he llegado hasta 
aquí. También estoy muy agradecida a mis profesores por su orientación. Este logro no es 
solo mío, sino un reflejo del esfuerzo colectivo y el cariño de quienes me rodean.
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Christopher Rizo 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
I want to express my deepest gratitude to my son, whose love, smiles, and pure spirit 
gave me the strength to push forward through every challenge and every moment of 
doubt during my journey at Cal State LA. You’ve been my greatest motivation and my 
reason to keep going even when things felt impossible. I’m also incredibly thankful for 
my friends both the ones I met here and those who’ve supported me from the start.

Haley Rodriguez 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and friends for keeping me motivated throughout my 
college journey. Their encouragement has been really helpful to me in getting into this 
point of my life.

Yesenia Alexis Rodriguez 
Television, Film, and Media Studies, B.A. 
I'd like to thank my family for supporting me through my entire educational journey. 
Thank you for enduring the tears, frustrations, and hectic schedules. Thank you for 
the sacrifices you all made to help me get where I am. Thank you for nurturing my 
education, creativity, and dreams. This journey hasn't been easy, but I'm so lucky you 
were all by my side. I love you Mom, Dad, Nikki, Sil, & Jr.

Victoria Marie Rodriguez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
This is for my daughters who have been with me thru this journey. Thank you to my familia 
for all their support in this journey of returning to school to finish my degree! I could not have 
done this as a single mom without all your help and I am forever grateful. I am so excited for 
this new chapter and what it will bring. For Claudia and Carlos.

Eliana Quetzalli Rios-Casanova 
Natural Science, B.S. 
I would first like to give glory to God for getting me through this journey. I would 
also like to thank my family and friends, who continuously poured their love, 
encouragement, and support into me. As well as all the organizations I had the privilege 
to be a part of during my time here at CalStateLA. Without all of these people and orgs 
I would not be here today so thank you!

Tracy Rivera 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies  
I would like to thank my family, especially a mi Mami y Papi, for their constant love, 
sacrifices, and encouragement throughout my journey at Cal State LA. Estoy super 
agradecida por tener los papás que tengo, por empujarme y apoyarme en todo 
momento. Fue difícil, pero lo logramos. I also thank my professors, mentors, programs, 
community, and friends who believed in me as a Criminal Justice major with a minor in 
Chicano/a and Latino Studies.

Janet Rivera 
Social Work, B.A. 
Gracias a mi familia por apoyarme incondicionalmente en cada paso del camino. 
Aunque el camino no fue fácil y estuvo lleno de sacrificios, hoy podemos decir que 
todos lo logramos. Esto demuestra que cuando hay fe, esfuerzo y unión, no hay límites: 
todo se puede y todo se podrá. Gracias a Dios por guiarme siempre y a mi abuela, que 
desde el cielo sé que me acompaña y me ve cumplir mis sueños.

Kamila Aziza Rivera Rodriguez 
Criminal Justice, B.S. Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Esto fue el sueño de mi abuela, el fruto del trabajo y sacrificio de mi mamá, y hoy es 
mi realidad. Nada de esto habría sido posible sin ustedes a mi lado. Gracias a mi familia 
por apoyarme incondicionalmente, por creer en mí incluso cuando yo dudaba, y por 
caminar conmigo en cada paso de este camino. Este logro también es de ustedes. Los 
amo mucho!
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Samantha Gabriela Rojas-Roldan 
Sociology, B.A. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
I would like to thank my family for the unconditional support they have provided me. 
I appreciate all their efforts, sacrifices, and words of encouragement. Más que nada, 
quiero agradecerle a mi mamá, quien ha sido mi mayor apoyo e inspiración. Muchas 
gracias por siempre creer en mí.

Miranda B Romo 
Art, B.A. 
I want to thank my parents, Veronica and Freddie, who helped raise me through 
difficult times and allowed me the opportunity to achieve more. My sister Olivia and 
brother Freddy, who let me be the smartest one out of the siblings. To my friends, 
in-laws, and peers, who were amongst my greatest supporters and positive influences. 
Lastly, my husband, my buddy, and driving motivation. Without you, I wouldn't have 
come this far. Love you all!

Nancy Romero 
Political Science, B.A. 
To my mom and my entire family who taught me resilience, wisdom, and the true 
meaning of hard work this accomplishment belongs not only to me but to all of you who 
stood beside me and believed in me when I needed it most.

Natalie Romo 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Law and Society  
Chingona, cabrona, y con diploma. 
Todo valió la pena

Cynthia Lorena Rodriguez 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
Gracias a Dios por guiarme siempre. A mis padres, gracias por su amor, sacrificios y 
apoyo incondicional. Hoy celebro haber obtenido mi licenciatura en Criminal Justice 
y mi minor en Chicano Literature Studies. A todos los que me apoyaron en el camino, 
esto también es suyo. Y a quienes no creyeron en mí, miren dónde estoy. Cada 
sacrificio tiene su recompensa. Siempre agradecida gracias mami y papi, I love you.

Valerie Ciara Rodriguez-Avantes 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies 
Quiero dar las gracias a mi mamá, mi papá, mis abuelos y mi hermano; sin su apoyo 
nunca habría logrado alcanzar esta meta. Estoy muy agradecida por todas las 
experiencias y amistades que he tenido en Cal State LA. Me voy con mucho orgullo y no 
puedo esperar a ver todo lo que el futuro me tiene preparado. Este es solo el comienzo.

Jasiris Orbely Rodriguez Mairena 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to express my deepest gratitude to everyone who supported me throughout 
this journey. Thank you to my family and friends for your constant love, patience, and 
encouragement. I am especially grateful to my instructors for your guidance, support, and 
belief in my potential. This achievement reflects not only my hard work, but the support of 
everyone who stood by me. I carry your lessons with me into the next chapter.

Yuliana Ashley Rojas Barranco 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Hoy me gradúo y comienza un nuevo capítulo de mi vida. Gracias ma y pa por su amor 
incondicional , sus sacrificios y por su ayuda. Este logro es para ustedes también. 
Gracias a mi familia y amigos cercanos por su apoyo constante y sus oraciones. Pero 
sobre todo, gracias a Dios por guiar mis pasos, darme fuerzas en los momentos difíciles 
y nunca soltarme. Los Quiero <3
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Seyly Ruiz 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank God for walking with me through every step of my journey. Estoy 
profundamente agradecida con mi familia y con las personas cercanas que estuvieron 
a mi lado en mis días más cansados. Gracias por su amor, paciencia y palabras de 
ánimo. También quiero agradecerme a mí misma por nunca rendirme. This was a long 
Journey and Thanks God it’s over. Pero lo logre and I’m proud of that. Thank you.

Enelidad Salgado 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Este título pertenece a mi familia que me apoyaron para realizar mi sueño. A mis 
padres, Gracias por ser mi pilares y por todos sus sacrificios a lo largo de estos años.
To my sister and brother-in-law thank you for cheering me on moments when I wanted 
to give up. Finally, to my children: you are the reason “why” I never gave up because I 
knew who was watching me. Thank you! We did it!

Stephany Ruiz 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por todo su apoyo, paciencia, y amor.  
I love you, my son, Daniel. 
Gracias por todo, 
Stephany Ruiz

Heidi Guadalupe Salgado-Monroy 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Me gustaría agradecer a mi familia por su apoyo y amor que me acompañaron durante 
mi educación en Cal State LA. Es su historias, sueños y esfuerzos que motivó mi 
propósito y perseverancia para seguir adelante, y lograr todas mis metas. Esto es en 
reconocimiento y respeto a nuestra familia, y los valores que me llevo ahora y adelante. 
Este logro es tanto mío como es de ellos.

Jocelyn Rosales 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I want to thank my mom and dad for the countless sacrifices and quiet strength that 
carried me here. This milestone belongs to them as much as it does to me. Estoy tan 
orgullosa de ser su hija. To my friends and family, thank you for standing beside me, 
cheering me on, and believing in me through every step. To that little girl, con esfuerzo, 
fe y amor, si se pudo!

Katherine Lisseth Rubio 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Finance 
Thankful with life, God, and my family who have supported through this journey that 
started in 2018. I have to say that juggling motherhood, marriage and school life hasn’t 
been easy but my village made it possible. Si se Puede!

Wendy Lydia Rosas 
Child Development, B.A. 
I want to thank my family, especially my parents and grandparents, for their sacrifices, 
strength, and resilience, which made this achievement possible. Their stories, culture, 
and values have guided me throughout my journey. I am also grateful for my friends 
and the Cal State LA community for their constant support and encouragement. This 
milestone represents generations of perseverance, love, and hope. Este momento lleva 
el amor, la lucha y la esperanza de mi familia.

Genevieve Milan Ruiz 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
I want to thank my parents, my siblings, my new family, and my friends for their 
support, for taking care of me, being there for me, and cheering me on throughout my 
journey at CalStateLA. I want to thank those who are gone in my life for I wish they are 
here to celebrate with us. I know that you are in heaven. I love you all so much.
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Araceli Sanchez 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and my friends for supporting me during my time at 
Cal State LA. Without their support I would have had a much more difficult time. I am 
grateful for the friends I made because without them I could not get through the last 
two years. They helped me when I needed it and I can’t wait to see them grow as both 
people and social workers. Thank you.

Maria Elsa Sanchez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting 
Psychology 
I would like to thank my family for supporting and encouraging me, but most of all, I 
want to thank my daughter, Bella, for motivating me to grow and persevere. You inspire 
me every day to be the best mother I can be. This achievement is not just mine, it’s 
ours. I hope I can always inspire you to chase your dreams and reach for the highest 
stars. I love you!

Joana Sanchez 
Natural Science, B.S. 
I would like to thank all my loved ones for the support that they have given me. I wouldn't 
have done it without them. I will always be grateful for everything they do for me.

Edgardo Nicholas Sanchez 
Computer Science, B.S. 
I want to acknowledge my girlfriend who I have been with me through this all and hope 
to propose to her when this is done. And thank my family

Lizbeth Salvador Lavariega 
Child Development, B.A. 
I am proud of myself, my friends, collogues and everyone in this room. I am a first 
gen, first daughter, first grandchild, and first woman in my family to peruse higher 
education. I am grateful to my parents and everyone who supported me to be able 
to get here, thank you all. May we be the change in our world and continue to strive! 
Much love,  
Lizbeth Salvador Lava

Sanchez Nicole Sanchez 
Communication, B.A. 
I want to thank my strong & independent momma who supported me through this 
entire journey. As a first-generation student, it wasn’t easy but I found the strength 
to overcome challenges, grow into a better version of myself, and build a genuine 
community and friendships here at Cal State LA.

Alondra Isabella Sanchez 
English, B.A. 
I would like to thank My mom, My Grandma, Uncle, my partner  and My friends for 
always being there for me when I needed them most and helping me get to where I 
am today without them I wouldn’t have the Support I needed to achieve this goal of 
graduating at Cal State LA. This is for you Momma, thank you for being my biggest 
supporter always.

Annette Dalay Sanchez 
Social Work, B.A. 
Agradezco profundamente a mi padres por su apoyo incondicional y sus valiosos 
consejos, que siempre me han guiado en mi camino. Desde abajo, he ido avanzando 
con humildad y determinación, sin olvidar nunca la importancia de mantener a Dios por 
delante en mis metas y planes. Su presencia en mi vida me impulsa a seguir adelante y 
a no perder de vista mis objetivos.
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Guadalupe Guillermina Santos 
Social Work, B.A. 
My journey at Cal State LA could not have been completed without all the amazing 
friends, classmates, and professors I met along the way. También le quiero dar gracias 
a mi mamá y mi papá por siempre apoyarme en mis estudios, y a mis hermanos por 
siempre dándome fortaleza. I hope to make you proud.

Josefina Sebastian 
Social Work, B.A. 
I am a proud first generation Indigenous Maya and Guatemalan student. I would like 
to thank my friends and the Cal State LA staff and community for their support and 
encouragement throughout this journey. Este logro va dedicado a mi papá Domingo que 
en paz descanse. Aunque mi familia no esté presente aquí ahora, estoy agradecida por 
los que están. Yuwal tioxh (Gracias).

Zintli Santos 
English, B.A. 
Creative Writing 
I would like to acknowledge my family's continuous support throughout my academic 
studies. Thank you for molding me into a tough academic warrior. I am also grateful for 
all the wonderful memories I've made during my time at Cal State LA. Esto es para mi 
familia en Oaxaca y en los Estados Unidos.

Chelsea Segura 
Psychology, B.A. 
Thank you family and friends for coming today and always supporting me throughout 
my academic journey. I am so grateful for the memories and friends I made here at 
Cal State LA. I love you guys and I will continue striving to make you all proud

2026

Jasmine Arleth Sanchez 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
Thank you Mom and Dad for working hard everyday to give me the tools to be able to 
stand here in this moment, without you guys none of this would be possible, I love you 
guys and I appreciate all your support.

Lizzette Lopez Santacruz 
Child Development, B.A. 
I want to thank my parents, family, and especially my three boys for their support. 
Being a single mom is not easy, but my boys were my strength. Now my husband 
Fernando thank you for pushing me when I wanted to give up.  
This is for you my boys

Emily Alize Sandoval 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I want to thank my parents, family, and loved ones for the support they provided during 
this chapter of my life. I'm beyond thankful for my family because while they came 
here with nothing, they gave me everything I needed to stand here today and be the 
first to say que lo logre. Con lágrimas, risas, y esfuerzo sí pude con todo para hacer 
esto posible! Los amo a todos con todo mi corazon.

Alyssa Jade Santiago 
Psychology, B.A. 
Management General Management 
I take great pride in my Boricua and Mexicana roots, honoring nuestra Madre 
Tierra, my ancestors, and my family with each “A” I have earned. My discipline and 
achievements reflect their sacrifices and resilience. 
Education is our resistance and our power.
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Yiret Solis Cruz 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
Public Health 
Primeramente le doy gracias a Dios por este logro. Segundo, por mis padres. Por su 
esfuerzo y apoyo que me dieron. Thank you to all my professors who were patient with 
me and were there to help me. To my friends and loved ones, thank you for always 
being there and lending me a hand. Love you all and God bless you :) Filipenses 4:13

George David Soto 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
All glory be to God. I'm thankful for the strength and guidance He's given me 
throughout this journey. My parents, my deepest gratitude for your love, support, 
and encouragement through every challenge and every victory. Nothing would 
have been possible without God and my family. To my dad, who passed away last 
year — your sacrifices, your lessons, and your love continue to carry me. This 
degree is as much yours as it is mine.

Yulemi Lorraine Solis-Martinez 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Human Resources Management 
I am extremely grateful for the opportunities/accomplishments that I have encounter 
being here at Cal State LA. The community, the support, and most importantly getting 
to find who I am as an individual. I'm proud of every steps i've taken to get to the 
mindset and goals that I've established for myself. Being a first generation Latina in my 
family to attain this degree and seeing my hard-work pay off. Y so lo hice!

Maliah Agueda Stokes 
Art, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and boyfriend for supporting me through out my college 
journey. I couldn't have done it without any of you.

Meredith Ulani Serpas 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I want to give a heartfelt thank you to my family—especially my incredible 
parents, whose sacrifices and hard work paved the way for my future. As 
immigrants, they inspired me to achieve what they once dreamed of, and I 
celebrate this accomplishment with them. To my sister, who fills my life with 
light, and to the amazing friends I’ve made throughout college, thank you for 
your love, support, and belief in me.

Chloe Marie Silva 
Biology, B.S. 
Microbiology  
I would like to thank my grandparents, who came from Mexico to the United States to build 
a better life for me and future generations. I would not be here without their courage and 
determination. I am grateful to my mom and dad for their love and guidance, my friends 
for late nights spent studying together, and to my professors for their mentorship. This 
achievement reflects their hopes and dreams as much as my own.

Liliana Sifuentes 
Computer Information Systems, B.S. 
Quiero agradecer a Dios, a mi mamá, papá y a mi hermana Verito por su amor y por 
estar conmigo en todo momento; nunca me olvidaré, los amo. A mi familia entera, y a 
mis amigos que conocí en el camino: gracias por caminar conmigo, por el cariño y por 
no dejarme rendirme. Me tardé, pero no me rajé. Pa’ lo que sigue, ¡amonos!

Angel Skewes Rojas 
Art, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and friends for their support. Special thanks to all of my 
professors in the art department and everyone I have met at Cal State LA for lifting me 
up out of my moments of weakness and inspiring me to be the very best in my craft.
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Emma Torres 
Business Administration, B.S.: Option in Finance 
Economics 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia, especialmente a mi mamá y mis abuelitos, por ser 
siempre mi mayor apoyo y por recordarme constantemente que le echara ganas. Esas 
palabras me dieron la fuerza para seguir adelante en mis estudios, y no podría estar 
más agradecida por todo lo que han hecho por mí. Este logro es nuestro, y lo llevo 
conmigo con mucho orgullo. Thank you.

Leticia Torres Castro 
Child Development, B.A. 
I want to thank my mother for her unwavering love, strength, and courage. You have helped 
shape who I am today. I thank my friends for their encouragement and support; you are my 
family. I dedicate my degree to my daughter, my greatest accomplishment and motivation. 
I am forever grateful to the professors who supported me and to the friends I met along the 
way. I will continue to strive with resilience, gratitude, and humanity.

Alexander Torres Avendano 
Kinesiology, B.S. 
Primeramente, gracias a Dios por dejarme llegar a este momento de mi 
vida. Y muchas gracias a mi familia, a mis papás y hermanos que vinieron a 
acompañarme. Esto es para ustedes. Gracias por siempre apoyarme y darme el 
cariño y el amor que nunca me ha faltado. Cada sacrificio, cada consejo y cada 
abrazo que me dieron fue la fuerza para seguir adelante. Siempre los llevo en mi 
corazón y les estaré eternamente agradecido.

Alejandra Tovar 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to thank my friends and family for their support in encouraging me to achieving 
my goals. I am grateful for the experiences I've had and excited to start my career.

Gennesis Nuyens Tejada 
Psychology, B.A. 
 Applied Behavior Analysis  
¡Gloria Dios!Después de cuatro anos de desvelo y cansancio, aprendí algo mas de 
sicología. Aprendí la historia de mi mama. De su valor y sacrificios. Pero la enseñanza 
mas grande fue su fe. El Señor es fiel y misericordioso y en buscar el reino de Dios por 
encima de todo, El nos dará todo lo que necesitamos(Mateo 6:33) El Señor se encargo 
de mi estos cuatro anos por tus oraciones y apoyo. Te amo Mamá.

Henry Benjamin Toribio Tejada 
Rehabilitation Services, B.S. 
Mom, today I graduate, but this moment belongs to you too. Every sacrifice you made, 
every prayer you said, every time you pushed me to keep going those are the reasons 
I’m here. Thank you for being my strength, my support, and my biggest example. I love 
you more than words can say.

Naydelin Teodoro-Vargas  
Psychology, B.A.  
Quiero agradecer a mis padres por apoyarme siempre. Cada sacrificio que hicieron hoy 
tiene frutos, este logro también es de ustedes. Gracias a Dios por guiarme y permitirme 
llegar tan lejos. Este logro también es para mi hermanito, a quien quiero mucho y 
espero poder inspirar, que todo es posible: lo dice una niña de 7 años de Puebla a quien 
le dijeron que no lograría un título universitario… y hoy demuestro lo opuesto.

Perla Torres 
Social Work, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia por estar siempre aquí para mí, por su amor, 
paciencia y apoyo incondicional durante todo este camino. También quiero 
agradecer a mi novio por su increíble apoyo y por siempre creer en mí. Los amo 
muchísimo y este logro no sería posible sin ustedes.
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Belen Azucena Valadez-Alcaraz 
Spanish, B.A.  
Este logro se lo dedico a mis padres quienes con tanto esfuerzo y amor emigraron 
de Jalisco, México. En estos momentos de incertidumbre para nuestros inmigrantes, 
quienes enfrentamos miradas de desconfianza y palabras hirientes, que esta 
celebración cultural sea un faro de esperanza, recordándonos que nuestra presencia 
aquí es un derecho ganado con esfuerzo, dignidad y perseverancia. Como decimos 
los Jaliscienses “No nos sabemos rajar”. ¡Viva Jalisco, viva nuestras raíces y viva la 
comunidad inmigrante!

Kelsey Daniela Valladares 
Social Work, B.A. 
Political Science 
Gracias a mis padres y mi familia por apoyarme en los últimos 6 años.

Azalea Raquel Valdez 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
Quiero dar las gracias a mis padres por cuidarme y, sobre todo, por amarme durante 
todos estos años. Gracias a ustedes, pude superar las dificultades y obtener una 
educación superior. Han criado con éxito a tres hijos, los primeros de nuestra familia en 
ir a la universidad, logrando así lo que ustedes siempre desearon. Los quiero muchísimo 
y les agradezco que siempre estén a mi lado.

Ashley Samara Vallin 
Sociology, B.A. 
I am so grateful and happy to be here today. A special, thank you to my mom, siblings, 
family, and loved ones that have motivated me to be where I am. Thank you all for your 
continuous support and encouragement. Para mi tio y abuelo que me cuidan desde el 
cielo, espero que estén orgullosos. Los amo mucho y esto es para ustedes, que dios nos 
preste más vida y salud para seguir avanzando!

Citlali Isabel Trujillo 
Social Work, B.A. 
I would like to give thanks and great appreciation to my parents for always pushing me 
to further my education. I too would like to proudly shout out my grandparents who left 
their home country and sacrificed so much to ensure that I would have the privilege 
and opportunity to be here today and receive the education and career that they longed 
for. I promise to continue to further and continue my education for them.

Chloe Danielle Uribe 
Television, Film, and Media Studies, B.A. 
Thank you to everyone who has believed in me from the start and stayed with me 
through the hard times till now.

Jazmin Urbano 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family and friends who have been by my side supporting me 
in my journey here at Cal State LA. Pero quiero agradecer aún más a mis padres; ellos 
vinieron a este país para abrirme las puertas. Son las personas que menos quiero 
decepcionar. Sin ellos, no habría sido posible graduarme. Me enseñaron a echarle 
ganas y que nada es imposible.

Michael Anthony Urteaga Jr 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
First, I would like to thank god, Second I would like to thank my family for always 
supporting me and being there for me throughout my journey and goals, and I can't 
wait for what the future holds!

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026

THE 38TH ANNUAL

 
CELEBRATION

2026



SPRING 2026 SPRING 2026

Patricia Velador-Robledo 
Criminal Justice, B.S.  
I would like to thank my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, above all. Thank you for 
carrying my family and me through the storms of life. I would like to thank my parents 
for all their sacrifices and hard work. Without you all, I wouldn’t be here. To my 
comunidad, we did it and we can do it!

Elizabeth Velazquez 
Latin American Studies, B.A. Psychology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family, partner, and friends for all the support and 
encouragement they gave me throughout this challenging journey. Without community 
this would not have been possible. Against all odds lo hicimos! Los quiero mucho!

Michelle Velazquez 
Urban Learning, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents for believing in me. I would like to thank my husband 
for making it possible for me to follow my dreams, and my daughter for pushing me to 
be a better. I would not have finished my journey if I wouldn't have had their support and 
encouragement. I am also grateful to have had the privilege of coming to Cal State LA.

Yeinsy Haide Venoza 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for their support and motivation throughout my 
education. They have always encouraged me, and this accomplishment is for them. 
Over the years, I have made many memories and achievements during my college 
journey that I will always cherish. I will continue to push myself to reach my future 
career goals.

Chantal Alissandra Vargas 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Finance 
I am deeply grateful to my parents for every sacrifice made out of love. To my mom, 
thank you for your constant love, support, and for always being there for me. To my 
dad, gracias por trabajar bajo el sol cada día para que yo pudiera estudiar y salir 
adelante. Tu sacrificio y esfuerzo viven en cada logro mío. Llevo sus palabras conmigo 
de ustedes con humildad, gratitud y orgullo. Thank you god for everything.

Alexandra Isabel Vazquez 
Sociology, B.A. 
Gracias familia por creer en mí incluso cuando yo dudaba. Este logro también es de 
ustedes.

Miriam Vargas 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I am deeply grateful to my parents for standing by me through every challenge and 
success. Your patience, sacrifices, and belief in me made this whole experience worth 
wild. To my children you are my greatest motivation, and to the love of my life, your 
love & strength & support never went unnoticed. To my teachers & advisors thank you 
for your guidance and encouragement. We did it!

Jimena Vazquez 
Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia y amigos por todo su amor y apoyo durante mis estudios. 
Sin ellos, no habría podido alcanzar este gran logro. Agradezco a mi mamá y papá por 
todos los sacrificios que hicieron para que yo pudiera estar aquí hoy. También quiero 
agradecer a todos mis profesores por su apoyo y orientación. Este título es el resultado 
del esfuerzo, amor, y apoyo de todos. ¡Esto es para ti, Mamá!
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Keila Audi Villanueva Arteaga 
Social Work, B.A. 
Quiero agradecer a mi familia, principalmente a mis padres, Rubi y Emilio, quienes 
emigraron a este país para darme la oportunidad de tener un mejor futuro. A mi 
hermano Benlli y a mi hermana Samanta, por siempre estar para mí, y especialmente a 
mi esposo Andres, por apoyarme en mi carrera y siempre motivarme y creer en mí. Sin 
su apoyo y su guía, este logro no hubiera sido posible. Vamos por más.

Sabrina Zannelli Valdez 
Psychology, B.A. 
Child Development  
To my parents, my loving boyfriend, and all my supportive friends, thank you for 
standing by me through every late night, doubt, and challenge. lastly I couldnt have 
done it without my moms love, sacrifices, and constant encouragement which made 
this degree possible, and I am so proud to share this moment with you.

Adriana Ariel Waldron 
Sociology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my parents and my sisters for their support during this educational 
journey. I carry with me not only the sacrifices of my own hard work, but the courage and 
resilience of my family. As a daughter of an immigrant, this degree represents more than 
academic achievement. It represents opportunity that was fought for long before I ever 
stepped into a classroom. I am a proud and educated Latina!

Vanessa Marie Zavala 
Business Administration, B.S. 
Accounting  
Computer Information Systems 
I would like to thank Hailey, Emily, and Mark for their patience, love, and constant 
support throughout my academic journey. I am also grateful to family and friends who 
encouraged me and guided me, especially during challenging moments along the way. 
Their belief in me kept me motivated and focused. This achievement not only reflects 
my efforts, but the strong support system I have beside me and my guardian angels 
watching above me.
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Marianna Villa 
Psychology, B.A. 
This degree represents a lifelong dream fulfilled through perseverance. Beginning at 
East Los Angeles College and transferring to Cal State LA, this journey took turns to 
reach this moment. I give my gratitude to my daughters, Alicia, Alessandra, and Alexis, 
my greatest motivation and the reason I never gave up. I am thankful for my family, my 
support system, and Guardian Scholars. As a first-generation college graduate, I look 
ahead to graduate studies—sin rendirme jamás.

Jasmine Villalobos Hernandez 
Chicana(o) and Latina(o) Studies, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for their support. Thank you sisters for always 
supporting me and encouraging me to continue. Gracias Mama y Papa por siempre 
creer en mi y por todos los sacrificios que han hecho para que nosotras llegemos lejos. 
Gracias a ustedes nunca me rendi. El camino fue largo pero nunca imposible. Los 
quiero mucho. To my angel in heaven Jerry. This isn't just for me, but for us!

Jessica Yvonne Villalobos 
Criminal Justice, B.S. 
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my family for their constant love, 
support, and sacrifices throughout my academic journey. A special thank you 
to my daughter, who has been my greatest motivation and source of strength 
every step of the way. I am also grateful to my professors and friends for their 
guidance, encouragement, and belief in me. This accomplishment would not have 
been possible without all of you.

Vanessa Villamil Romero 
Social Work, B.A. 
Mi familia, Gracias por apoyarme siempre en todo lo que hago y por sus sacrificios. 
Por enseñarme el significado del trabajo duro, el amor y la compasión. Eternamente 
agradecida por la gracia de Dios y mi Virgencita, tengo el honor y el orgullo de ser la 
hija de inmigrantes. Por eso, recuerden que mis logros son tanto suyos como míos. Mi 
amor por ustedes llega hasta la luna y las estrellas. 
Con mucho amor,  
Vanessita
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Lucia Donagy Zepeda 
Sociology, B.A. 
I would like to thank my mom and my family for support me through my education journey.  
I also would like to thank my EOP advisor for always guide me in my education process.

Samantha Guadalupe Zúñiga 
Child Development, B.A. 
I would like to thank my family for their unconditional love and support throughout this 
journey. To my husband, thank you for standing by me, encouraging me, and carrying 
me through moments when I doubted myself. To my children, you are my greatest 
motivation and my why. And to my mom, thank you for your endless sacrifices, prayers, 
and strength. This achievement reflects the love, resilience, and support that surrounds 
me always with deep gratitude.
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Cal State LA Athletics

Cal State LA Facilities

Center for Student Involvement

Division of Student Affairs

University-Student Union Graffix

University-Student Union Staff

University-Student Union Operations

Cal State LA Office of the President 

THANK YOU 
CAL STATE LA 
DEPARTMENTS 

A special thank you to the following people and 
departments who contributed their time and efforts to 

planning the ceremony:

Gracias a las personas y departamentos que 
contribuyeron con su tiempo y esfuerzo en la 

planificación de esta ceremonia: 

Emily Urrutia – CLSRC Coordinator

Ally Guzman – CLSRC Student Coordinator

Justin Marroquin – Graphic Designer

Imani Thomas – PASRC Coordinator

Malia Otuhiva – APISRC Coordinator

Mario Pizarro Rojas – GSRC Coordinator

Fabiola Avina – Director, Student Engagement & Belonging

THANK YOU!
GRACÍAS!




